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AMENDMENTS TO RULES

Res. 19808-3-23-6%......Establishes rules and amends Rules 24 and 8.
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CITY COUNCIL RUIES _ As of Qctober, 1963.

Rule 1, The President, or in his absence, the President pro-tem, elected by the Council, -
-shall take the cheir at the regular hour for ::eeting, or at the hour to which the Council .
- shall have adjourned at the preceding session and, a quorum being present, shall cause the
~~Journal ‘of the preceding meeting to be read, unless otherwise ordered, '
-¢5 Rule 2,. Three members, including the ‘President, or four members in his absence, having
1§8°V chosen a President, pro-tem, shall be authorized to call the Council, ccmpel the attendance .
»f((éoof the absent members, make an order for their fine and censure, or may adjeurn from day

\_ Vo day, or until the time for the next regular meeting, S

Rule 2-8, In the absence of the President or when he shall act as Mayor, a President pro

_tem shall be chosen by the City Council, In the event the President pro tem so chosen is

~required to act as Mayor, or if he is otherwise incapacituted from acting as President, a -
second President pro tem shall be chosen to act during such absence or incapacity only,

Rule 3. The President shall preserve order and decorum, may speak to points of order, in - -
, ,preference,torother;members, and shall decide questions of order, subject to an appeal to

the Council by any two members, on which appeal no member shall speak more than once, un-

1essrbyrleavé*6£,the~council. : BE

Rulé=L;: ié§ﬁPresidént shall rise to address the cduncil-bn ény'qﬁéétion;rbut"may remain
'rrsgatgd;yhile=gtating the'qgestion.r R AR o

- Rule 5, Questions shall be directly put in this form, to-wit: - "As many as are in favor
. of (as the question may be), say 'Ayes.n .and after the affirmative is expressed, "as
- many as are opposed say, 'No'," If the President doubt, or a division is called for,
- the Council shall divide,: : ' , : ' R E

Rule 6, The President shall uave the general direction and supervision of the Council -
Chamber and Business Office and the employees amd property of the Council, While speak-
ing upon any question before the Council, the Presiden: shall have the right to designate
any member to0 occupy the chair, : , L

~ Rule 7. The President shall vote when the ayes and nocs are called for, his name being
KE}S:”callbd last, and in case of an equal division the question shall be lost, =

) *\)[Ruloia.":31thinjfive days next preceding the first Monday in June after each councilmanic - '
- .7 election, the President of the Council shall call a joint conference of all holdover council

~ its committees, the filling of its positions, and informal‘balloting,therefor;
© e Sueh conference shall be open to the public and shall be held in the Council :
" .. Chamber, TR e S D D LA L e A
.. The standing committees are to be elected by the Council, unless otherwise ordered,

-members and of members-elact to consider the reorganization of the Council, the making of

‘and to consist of not less than three nor more than seven members, The committees are to- |
“be elected by the Council at its first meeting and to serve for two years, unless excused,
- The committees, their duties and povers, shall,be'as'follousg,;'r S ‘”33;?’ff 
"], - JUDICIARY COMMITTEE (three members). To consider all council bills, resolutions
- and matters of a general nature, proposed amendments of ordinandes,and,théfcharter;'the;:i*
- drafting of ordinances ordered by the Council, and the praper engrossing of the sams, The
,'~pfeparationfo£,rules:and regulations for the conduct of the business of the{CounciIiand;;,,
~matters relating to elections and to precinct boundaries,: o S '
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e FINANCE COMMITTEE (five members). To consider all matters and legislation of
‘a financial nature, appropriations, salaries and expenditures, make annual tax levy,- in;'
" vestigate and report on all claims filed against the City (except such claims as are by .
the charter placed under the control of the Auditing Committee). to examine demands
for cancellation or reduction of assessments and taxes, and do all things required to be
‘done by sald committee by the Clty Charter,

- "3, STREETS & SEWERS COMMITTEE (five menbers), To consider all matters relatlng to

o ;'and providing for the laying off{, opening and establishirg of streets, the grading, sewer- u

. ing, slide-walking, planking, paving and otherwise improviag of the same and maintenance ;
thereof(except the laying of water mains and lighting) and investigate and make changes and
_recommendaticns on assessment rolls prepared for the 1evy1ng of assessments for street 7
_improvements, . . :
coonh,  CITY UTILITIES COMMITTEE (five members), " To consider and have charge of all mat-
ters relating to the Lighting and Water Departments, the extension ‘and. enlargtng of said
-systems and the expenditure of the funds thereof, -
W5, PERSONNEDL'. AND EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE (four members)., To investigate and report
‘upon the efficiency of all city departments and the cperation and development thereof, ,
and to investigate and report on. labor matters and to examine into and make reCOmmendations
~as to-civil service,
-~ n6, LICENSE COMMITTEE (five members). To examine and report upon all applications
‘for licenses and make such recommendations concerning license matters as may be ‘deemed
‘necessary,
g "7, PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE (five members) To consider all matters pertalning to
~the public health and safety,
-~ n8, FRANCHISE COMMITTEE (three members) To consider and report upon applications e
for Iranchises and the operation and conduct of public utilities in the streets and public o
places of the city, operated under and by virtue of a franchise.
"9, PARKS AND PUBLIC GROUNDS COMMITTEE (five members), = To consider and make recom-

mendations as to matters relating to the improvement and maintenance of harbors ‘and wharves,
rpublic buildings and grounds, libraries, parks and boulevards."

" Rule 9. Special committees may be App01nued or elecfef as the council may from time:
,to tima direct

s Rule lO. In case of disturbance or disorderly conduct in the lobby, the presiding officerr?
- shall have power to order the same be cleared, '

,Rule ll. No committee shall sit during the sittings of - the counc1l without special lsave,;f,
‘and all writs, warrants and subpoenas, issued by order of the Couneil, shall be under the
hand of the President and- attested by the Clerk, except as otherwise provided by the:
City Charter.

'Rule'lz‘ A1l questions relating to the priority of bu31ness shall be decided: without
“‘debate,

rRule713°, Business shall be disposed of in the following order:
1, Roll call,
2. Approval of Journal
3, special Order
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4, Communications from City Officials and Petitions.,
5. -Introduction of bills and first reading. -
6. Reports of Standing COmmittees and second reading of bills,
7. Resolutions for referral. ,
8, Adoption of Resolutions.
- 9¢ Third reading of bills.
-10. " Unfinished business,
~11. . Other business, : S : '
Provided however,that the council shall not consider and/or ado‘)t any resolution tl"
subject mat*er of .\h_‘.ch is extraneous to the conduct of the business of the City of Seattle.

" ‘Rule 14, The president shall announce to the COuncil the business in order, agreeable to

- the preceding rulz, and no business shall be taken up or considered until the class to

which it belongs shall be declared in order without suspension of the rules, but comxmmications
from the Mayor or c:Lty officers or departments may- be read at any tim. '

Rule 15. When any member is about to Speak in debate or deliver any matter to tho Counc:\.l ,
he shall rise from his seat and respectfully address himself to the President, and shall
-confine himself to the question under debate and. avold personalities; and no member shall
imougn the- motive of any other member's vote or argument

Rule 16 If axv member, in speaking ‘or otherwxse transgress the rules of the Council the
Presiuent s shall or any member may call to order, in which case the member called to order
~ shall immediately sit down, unless permitted to explain; and the Jouncil shall, if appealed
to, decide the case, but without debate. If there be no appeal, the decision of the Chair
8hall be permitted to stand, If the decision be in favor of the member called to order,
- ‘he shall be at liberty to proceed; 1f otherwice, and the case requires it, he shall be
g 1iable to the censure of the Council :

Rule 17. If any member be called to or der for words spoken in debate, the person calling
.-him to order shall repeat the words excepted to, and they shall be taken down in writing
“at the Clerk's table, and no member shall be held to answer or be subject to-the censure
of the Council for words spoken in debate if any ‘other member has spoken or other business

: r'has mtervened arter ehé.. words are spoken or. before exception to them shall have been tekcn.

“Rule 18. When two or more members rise a\,' once, the President shall name who is the first .
~to spea.k. i :

'Rule 19, - No member shall speak more than once to the ‘same question, and then not to exceed
three minutes, without unanimous lesve of the Council, except -the: chairman of ‘the committee
“or author of the ‘bill or: other measure, who may close: debate by speaking not to. exceed three
: _minutes.

Rule 20. While the President is putting the question, no member shall walk across the Council
Chamber, or out of the bar of the Couneil, nor when'a member is speaking shall my member
'engage in pz"vatc discourse or pas 13 between the speaker and the Chair.

Rule 21. No member shall vote on any question in which he is flnancially o1 personally
‘interested, or in any case when he was not within the bar of the Councilbefore: the last

name was called unless by unanimous cousent; and when any member shall ask leave to vote, o
~ the President or Chairman shall propound to him the question-' "yere you within the bar

: when the last name wag called?n = = L e

Ru..'e 224 ' Upon a division and a: courst o; the f‘ouncll ‘on any question, no. member mthout the
: bar shall be counted.
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r,;Rule 23. Every. member who shall be within the bar of the Council when the- question,wasipupidf
shall give his vote, unless the Council for special reasons shall excuse him, All motions -
 to excuse a member from voting shall be made before the Council divides, or before the call
~ ‘of yeas and nays is commenced; and any member requesting to be excused from voting may make

-a brief and verbal statement of the reasons for making such request, and the question shall -

: then be taken without further debate.

~ Rule 24, Vhen a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stgted by the President or. being .
;ertlng, it shall be handed- to the Chair and read aloud before . debate.

B Rule 25. Every motlon shall be reduced to writlng if the Pre51dent or a member desires it.'f'

' Rule 26, After a motion is stated by. thepresident ~and read, it shall be deemed to be in
- possession of the Council, but may be withdrawn at any time by consent of the COuncll,
before amendment or de0151on.

Rule 27. when a question is under debate, no. motion shall be received but to adjourn,
“to lay on the table, for the previous duestion, to postrone indefinitely, to postpone o
“to a day certain, to recommit or amend; which several motions shall have precedence in-

the order in which they stand arranged, and a motion to postpone indeflnltely belng
~carried, the same shall not be acted upon again,

1¢Rule 28 - 'The prev1ous questlon shall be pnt in this form; "Snall the main question 2
-be’ novput’" It shall only be admitted when demanded by two-thirds of the members presentf

- —and until it is decided, shall preclude all amendment and tirther debate on the main

: question. "On a motion for the prev1ous question, and prior to the seconding of the same;'
" ‘a eall of the Council shall be in order, but after a two-thirds vote shall have seccnded
,such motion, no- call shall be in order prlor to the decisxon of the. mein questlon. :

Rule 49. On the prev1ous questlon there shall be no debate- all 1nc1dental qucstlons
“of order arlslng after a motion is made for the previous qnestlon, and pending such
'motion, shall be decided, whether on<appea1 or otherwnse, without debate.

: Rule 30 Mbtions and reports may ‘be comm;oted at the p]easure oi the councll.

Rule 31. Any member may call for the lelslon of any qpestion whlch shall be divided if i'
it comprehends -propositions in substance so distinct that, on being taken away, a sub- - -
- _stantive proposition shall remain for. the  decision of the Council. A motion to strike out
: being 1ost, shall preclude nelther amendments nor a motion to strike out end insert. o

rRule 32. No motlon or prop031tlon on a subject dilferent from that under conszderablon
‘shall beadmitted under the color of amendment, No bill or resolution shall at any time .
be amended by annexing thereto or incorporating therewith any other bill or resolutlon

, 'pending before the. Council.

ule 33.7 When a motion has been made: and carried affirmatively, it shall be in order for o

any member voting with the majority to move a reconsideration thereof at the same mnetlng, :

but when a motion has been made and fails to pass, a motion- to recorn. 1der shall not be:
facted upon before the ‘next meeting of the Counell.

| Rule %b. When a reading of a paper is called for, if any obaection is made, it shall be n
decided by a vote of the Council,
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" Rule 35. The unfinished business at which the Council was engaged preceding adjournment
~shall have the preference in the order of the day, and no motion or any other business

i':shall be received without speeial leaJe of the Counc11 until Lhe former is disposed of .

" Rule 36 If a queetion pending be lost by adjournment ‘of the Council and revived on the

- ~succeeding day, no member who shall have spoken twice on the preceding day shall be per-

: Vmitted again to speak without leave, -

_ Rule 37. Petitions, memorials and other papers addressed to the Coun011 mey be presented 7
-~ by the President or any member, and shall not be debated or decided on the day of their

- being. first read, unless when the Council shall direct otherwise, but shall lie on the

o table, to- bataken up in the ‘order they may ‘be- read or be referred to the proper committeee,re

r{{Rule 38 A motion to adjourn shall always be 1n order, that the motlon 4o lie on the o

' ,table to be taken up in the order named,

. : : o
1}Rule 39, . It shall be in order for the Judiciary COmmittee to report on engroseed and
enrolled bills at any time when no motion is before the Council. The committee may
report without notice to the Council by hdndlng the report to tbe Clerk.

,l}Rule 40. Bllls 1ntroduced by members shall be referred to a commlttee, unless otherwise
~ordered, - Bills introduced by committees shall lie on the table until next meetinb, unless

~~ otherwise ordered. The President may refer all bills," resolutlons, pe titions or other

'ﬁmatters to a committee or committees w1thout motion,
‘Qfﬂple'bl. bill on any rcadlqg shall be read in- full when demanded bj three members.

 Rule ié;' After commitment and reportrthereon to the Counc11 or at any tlme before its
:;pessage, a bill may be 1ecommitteed.

:iﬁuleehé. All bills amended on second reading sha]l be engrossed by the Clerk.

' 5Ruleihh. No amendment shall be recelved to a blll on its thlrd readlng, but it may be

7 " referred or recommltted for the purpose of amendment .,

'dQRﬁle'hS. Whenzabill shall pass, the Clerk shall note the day ot its passage at the: foot

'ithereof and hand it to the presldent of thp Counc1l for slgnature.

VVT;Rule 46, The COuncll may go 1nto commlttee of the Whole at any time, for the consxderation ;i
-of ‘'such matters as may be referred to the Committee of the Whole by the Coup011. The :

| 'lZCQmmlttee of the Whole shall select 1ts chalrman.

o Rule h7.' When a bill is commltteq to the Committee ‘of the Whole 1t shall be read and

- ‘debated by sectlons, leaving the preamble and title to be last con31dered -The body of
““the bill shall not be defaced or interlined, but all amendments (noting the page and 1ine)
~shall be duly entered by the Clerk on.a separate paper as the same shall be agreed to by -
~ ‘the committee, and shall be so: reported to the Council, ' After a report the bill shall be
"again subjeet to debate and amendment by clauses before a quest1on to engross 1t be teken.
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Rule 48 A11 questions, whether in the Committee- of Whole or in the Council, shall be

' ~ propounded in the order in which they are moved, except in ‘filling blanks the largest = Ny
‘sum and the longest time shall be put first, and the order of precedence of motions shall o

- be as follows§

UNDEBATABLE (Cannot be Amended)
To adjourn {when unqualified).
For the special order of the day.
To lay on the table. S
~The previous question (two thi ds;vote).

DEBATABL, (Can be Amended),
To fix time to adjourn. -
To postpone to a certain time.
To cormit or: reier.
. To amend, - '
.To postponP indefinitely

flfRule h9.; pon the passage of. any question, the vote shall be taken by yeas: and nays, and ;
;1entered on the Journal of the. Council when demanded before any voLe has been taken.r S

';_Rule 50. The Rules of Proceeding in the Councii Shdll be observ=d in the Committee o thei
- Whole COuncil so far as they may be applicable, but no member shall speak twice on any :
{'qnestlon until every member choosing to speak shall have gpoker., ,

i;Rule ‘51, No standing rule or order of the Council qhall be rece*nded or changed w1thout

' ~“one week!s notice being given of the motion therefor, nor shall any rule be suspended

except by a vote of a least two thirds of the members present; nor shall the Order of
. “Business established by the Council be postpored or changed, except by avote of at least
.tuo—thiros of the ‘members present.,

?;Rule 52, No member sha11 ‘absent himself frOm the sorvice of the Counc11 unless he shall
fhave leave or. be 51ok or unable to attend

'fRule 53.; The tlme of meeting of the Coun01l shall be - at 2 pPem, OnN Monday o’ each week
”iuniess othevw1se ordered by the COuncil.,

'?2Ru1e SL. On the flnal passaae of every bill the 3 Jeas and nays shall be taken and entered !
in the Journal, :

,iRule 55. Three membefs may demandaacall of the Council at’ any time and thereupon the
“doors shall be- closed until further procesdings upon the c¢all have been dispensed with
" which shall not be done until the absentees have been sent for, if requested by any .
-member; but- ‘arrests of any members for absence shall not be mado unlees ordered by a :
, majority of the members present. :

V,Rule 56 The Mayor, city comptroller, COrporation COunsel and members of Lhe Board of :
. publie wbrks, reporters of newspapers ‘publishing the proceedings of the Council, and such -
‘‘other persons as may be ‘invited by the membews of ‘the Council shall have the pr1v11°ges
r.'of the Counc11 ‘Chamber during sessions,
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1Rule 57. Smoking shall not be permltted within the Council- Chamber during Councll sess1on5.

fhule 58 The Clerk may require a receipt to be glven for. every paper delivered by hdm.to
fany member or committee of the Council.

~JRule 59., Any member of the Councll present at a meetlng of any standina comnittee, though j
~not _a member thereof shall be entitled to partlclpate in the deliberatlons of such com~
gmittee,}but shall not be entltled to a vote therein,

'fRule 60 The rules of Parliamentarw'Prectice comprised in “Reeds Rules" shall govern in

11311 cases 1n whlch they are not inconsistent Wluh the standing rules and orders -of the
: ouncll.

ﬁRule 61' 1f, after a committee has been constltuted another councllman shall ‘be elected o
to it to flll a vacancy, or pro tempore, such person so elected shall rank thereon in
ordex. of. electlcn, unless ‘otherwise ordered by the Council or the committee.'1;

;Rule 62. The Mhyor, the President of the Counc11 or any three councllmen, may call a
1special meet 1ng of the Councll., -

QRule 63. All nomlnations and eppointments requirlng conflrmatlon or apnroval of th

—council shall be- referred to the proper committees,: unless otherwise ordered by the
jCouncil. o
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jA.ﬁfhéLﬂliﬂﬁ as&ablxshin& rulea for &h& procaé&in5§ ef the Gity Qauﬁall
- and establishxn@ &tamding Gaumitﬁees thereof. 4

%ﬁ%&&&&, this Lﬂuuail desires to escahiisn fulee for its praca&dinﬁg as
éantem?lated by City Charter Art, IV, See. 4, Second, those "Cicy
Council Rules' contained in C, ¥. 230331 an% farmglly to ratiﬁy
such rules; and ,

ffWREREASS thisrﬁounail desires also to adopt the fecammandatigﬁs of the -3
- gpecial Judiciary Comuittee (C. F. 250291) relating to and estaaliﬁh—: '
ing Stanéing Council eommittéas, Now, Theieﬁore, S ,

BE IT RESGEL ED BY THE arri QUNCIL OF THE QITY o smm*w.
, Tha:rtﬁé'"eity'Cauni 1 Rules" éanteinad in C. ¥. 250301 are ﬁ
ihereby adapteé, ratified ;f

"canfirmed by this Cﬁuncil an& stablishea

or iﬁs proceediﬂgs as cgntemplatéé by ﬁrﬁ- IV, Sec. 4, %eeand,

as rules' z
ffof the Ci Ghaitar but thg; in lieu of Rn s ZA aﬁd 8 thareaf r&lating ?
Vita S:endﬁn cammittees tll:? the Special Jndiciary '
~Committee £n é; F.725%291 is hereby adapﬁed and Rules 2A an 3 shsll

ecomuendation of

"'stw n%aﬁ gree&




fStanéin5 Gommitteas aﬁd infatmal Wailﬁsimb th@faias., ﬁambctﬁ of
 khe Ccmmxﬁseﬁs snall be ale&te by the Q&ﬁﬂcil at its figse mpatiﬁw
"and snsll sarva fé? two yaérs unlaﬂé axgu&ed* ataaéin& ﬁﬁﬁmdﬁreag.

 frtha meabgrahig thereof and me%ting times thereof shall be &S;f@liﬁ%@;

- License Compittee, 5 uemh&rs. To examine and raﬁart ?ﬁn all

applieationg £ar licanﬁes and to make sucﬁ rgcammﬁﬂéaticﬁs can; aiﬂgr'

,lieéna& mat;'rs as m&y be deemﬂd nacessary.iw

eanaider andfmghe ,

l?reenmmendatisaa a8 to matters relating to the parka ané reczearian

?arka and ?ublic Gra““éa: 5 ﬁﬂmbers{%fr

 ,&epartmant d the impravemeat and maintenance of ﬁraunda and bsulevarﬁs;

”’snd tha acc,,s;:ion ar éisposi#ian of public regl praparty;§
"ela:ing to the arts and - aesth&tie design.
S jifS; ‘ﬁ/s;and Franeﬁise Gummittee; 3 g =
 matters ralsting to aad prcvi&ing £or the layina cgf, apgniag*aﬁ§ estab-,' f
ijliahing of‘ptreets. the grading, sewering,  # | '

ﬁffierg to ennsiﬂar all

,'und aeharwinegimpruwnag of ehe aame snd maintenance zneraef excegt

?ublic Sa ety &&mnittée, h members¢’A

,°pertaxning @° health, polic{ and fira ?ﬂﬂt&cti@ﬂ; &axbaga 3“ ﬁﬁ &if

gaanuazm. | 3 |
' Planning and ﬁodsa, 5 members. To daal witn matterﬁ §et%ainin&

'ﬁa arhan ¥ ewalé ganiﬁ

"&aanzng, aygaaiﬁgfr@m &na ﬁ@ﬁré @5 iﬁjurtmeptg fg




: ?ﬁrmml ami Juﬁieiary C;‘-nmﬁii;‘i:ee. ?4 1&&&9&1‘5. To i:w&st:igaﬁe
: 'am% repﬂrt. u;mn t‘hﬁ e:i*f:i.ciex e,.y s:a.k: ali *;i.cy ﬁ&?ﬁfﬁﬂwﬁﬁ&% and tm oparaa

o rtim and. demlag.zgmm umrnoi smé t;n mvmtigata aﬁé x:epm‘t: on Labor

s mattex:s and to mﬁ.‘gmiﬁa .Lxxto mzj make ree&wﬁenﬁaisims as to Ci.vil &s#x:’viﬁe ,' '

. fua m eansidgr all wnm:l,l bi. ns, resaluﬂons and’ mtwm o£ a g@naxal
"'namre, praposa«l &m.n&w?ts of ordinances and charter, e%un dta}:t;ing:, f:f

' }artiinance

&amd by the ceunci,l. and the pmper engressmg c;f tm
’sm ‘3?15, preparatifm of mles and reg;ulatima for i:he cmciuct ai i:he

L business pt the Council and matters relating to eleccions anc ‘precinct

Finmce Cﬁmdtt:ee. 5 xmabers. To emsider all matt:exsﬁ ané legis-'
lation of
'rfrto make f.i'xe amusl tax levy, investigate and repm'r. m all elsime filed

,,,i:inancial nae:m, apprcpriat’tms, mﬂ.arx,ee md pendimres |

‘a;;.ainst thl (::I.t:y, ta e.;amine deﬁmuda for ca\cellatiwns or reductims

f{:ﬁef asaes*‘ t:s md taxes.

7&: ding md Gmatmciaﬁ Cﬁmaitt;ee, 4 memaera‘ - To 'de.al wit:h

"!he metmg tﬁms ,;for the smdmg aamit:ms shall asfollows |

B ’masday . *9'15 s, o Buildings & Emstmcf.im
Tuesdey - 10:00 a.m. “license :
- Tuesday -~ 11:00 a.. Parks & ‘Public Grounds
~Tuesday - 2:00 p.m. . ‘Streets & Franchise
. Viednesdwy  9:15 a.me . Public Safety ,
. Wednesday 10:00 a.m. - Plavn & Codes -
o Thureday  10:00 a.m. -City Vtilities SR
o Thureday 10:30 a.mn. Personnel & Juaiciari
e Thuraday 10:45 a.m, Finmcs L

i " PASSED the City c.mmcu the 23 day oi o March 19%3&
- and- signed by e in open susi.m in au 1mnt1catf“ af fts paseage
this day af e 19,64. 1

?mmm“ 5? the my mm.,r
__...;éay?of . AT o 1964,

A’I‘i‘ﬁﬁ‘f H

y mﬁmraii{m and Q{W ﬁeﬂ:

40 nspm:_y_ﬁf s




