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Hugh B. Mitchell Rules

15T DISTRICT, WASHINGTON COMMITTEE
SEATTLE AND Ki¥sar COUNTY
ANCIL H. PAYNE

grrir sernecs Congress of the United Htates e e

1420 House OFFICE BUILDING
Houge of Representatives
Washington, B. €.

August 25, 1952
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Tne Honorable David Leving
President

City Couneil

51, County-City Buildirg
Seattle, Washington

Dear Mr. Levine:

The B2nd Corgress extended the Rent Control Act of 947
(a3 amended) in order to assure rentals fair and equitable to both
tenants and owners in areas suffering from a housing shortage.
Sestile continunes bo experience a seriouvs rental problem.

According to the United States Depariment of Coumerce's June
1952 Housing Vacancy Survey, vacan’ dwelling wnits totslled only 2.9
percent uf all privately-owned housing in Seatile. This figure in-
cluded units only for sale and not for rent.

Seattle now enjoys a vital role in the nationsl defense program.
The ity must also accept the responsibility that accompanies the pro-
gram. The defense effort is sure to be hindered by excessive rentals.
Certainly the Boeing Airplane Company's recruiting efforss w1l be
impaived and other defemse indusbries will find it increasingly difficuly
to attract workerc to locate in Seattle if it becomes a higigrental avea.
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While it is recognized that the federal housing program has
resulted in considerable comstruchtion it must be pointed out that most
of these apariments demand ventels in excess of low and medium incoms
families.

In an area serving as a center of ocur national defense work, and
in a region experiencing consbtant population growbh, to remcve rent
controls warld result in a severe hardship to limited incorme fandlies.

I therefare urge you as members of the City Gouneil, to sake
the action necessary to maintain rent contrel for Szattle.

Sincerely yoursg

74
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN

SEATTLE SERTION
August 2%, 1952

Seattle City Council
County City Building
Seattle, Washington

Dear Memberg of the CGity Council:

The Ssattle Section National Council of Jewish Women urges
you %o support & continuation of rent control for the City of
Seattle.

Since this is still a criticsl defense area the need for
rent control here io as great as ever.

Our organization feele thet this community benefits when its
citizens are housad at a rent they can afferd.

8incercly youre,
o S X ?I.Iv’éézf’ﬂ.«'/

Mre. Nathan Moses, President
Seattie Section
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August 25, 1952

City Council
City of geattle
Seattle, Washington

Gentlemen:
This is a letter in protest of the removing
of rent controls in Seattle,

I live in a bachelor apartment, which is
far from adequate, as I have an eleven-year old boy
and we need an apartment with at least one bedroon.
T have been looking for something suitable for the
past two years, and find that for a one-bedroom
apartment would have to pay at least $75.0C a
month, which is more than I can afford. I rond
controls are removed, T won't be able to afford even
a bechelor apartment.

It is true that there are some vacancies,
but the ones that are at all reasonable are so dirty
and run down that no one would want to live there
if they were rent-free. The cheapest apartment that
I hsve been able te find that was livabls rsnted
unfurnished for $79.50. A working girl can not
afford this much, snd if conbtrols are removed, what
will she be able to afford??

There must be some solubion to the housing
situation, but 1t seems to me that the removal of
rent controls is only going to intensify the problem
rather than correct it. I believe that you would be
doing the majority of the citizens in Seatile a
service to volte for a continuance of controls.

Very tru
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August 21, 1952

Mr. Bavid levine, FPres.,
Seattle City Council,
Sertile, Wash,

Dear Hr, Levine:

This is a sincere petition on behalf of myself, and
all other insecure people wno are unfortunate enough not to be home
owners. Unless our local government protects us, we will be at the
complete mercy of the landlords, and the sky will be the limit on
rentd asked, once controls are taken off. For it is impossible to

ind apartments...THERE ARE N0 VACANCIES, I have looked and so have
friends and acquaintances. To take the securiiy of their homes away
from our citizens is a very serious affair, and I do hope that all
members of the City Council will realize what it means to be at the
complete mercy of someone who is absolutely free to ask any amount
of rent they desire. For human nature being what it is, the landlords
will feel no compunction in getting rich quick, and thereby lecosing
tremendous impetus to the already out-of-hand inflationary spiral,
It will rsan more strikes as labor is affected; not to mentlon the
almest wrhsarsble squeeze on the white-collar worker, ani these
already suffer.ag from stationary incomes, such as pensioners,
widows, ete,

To be gpecific about my cwn case, I have lived in
the same aplt, for six years, have had the legal 25% raise in rent,
have paid cut something like $5,000,00 in rent, and feel that this
is my "home", and to be suddenly confronted with the frightening
prospect »f being suddenly thrown out without any place to go is
terrifying, to say the least, for many, many tenants! In this
apt. bldg, of 75 units, on the First Hill, it is a fact that the
owners clear $L0,000,00 a ye=r, over =nd above erpenses...so
surely they are not suffering,

So pizase give the plight of the tenant your
sincere consideration., 1 am a registered voter and would like
to sign my name, but my already insecure pesiton would only be
further jeopardized by =o doing,..the tenants are definitely
under~dogs these days! )

Pleadingly,

A Tenant
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R. E. HOFFSTADT
4008 FIFTEENTH AVENUE, NORTHEAST
SEATTLE.- 5, WASHINGTON
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WHEREAS:
WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

- WHEREASs

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:
WHEREASs
WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

THEREFORE

RESOLUTION

The supply of rental housing in the City of Seattle is still far short
of meeting the demand, and

The shortsge of rental housing is particularly asute in the rental brackets
which the average family can afford to pay, and

fny move te remove rent controls now would only result in diminishing the
supply now available for the average oitizen by prieing it beyond his
ability to pay, and

Such & move would result in extreme herdship to many families now pressed
by the high cost of living, and

Foderal rent stabilization as it is now administered in the City of Seattls
by the local rent office and the Seattle Rent Board, hes been more than
generous to the landlords in granting every necsssary inerease to meet
today's higher ocost of operation, and

With extremely few exceptions, the landlerds of the City of Seattle are
already in-a better financial position than they have ever been, and

The- City of Seattle oontains many vital defense industries end instaile-
tions, end

The City of Seattle is now entering e perioed of industrial expansion which
will undoubtedly call for inoreased in-migration of workers, and

Without the restraining effects of Fedsral Rent Stabilization, rents would
undoubtedly -increase to such-en extent as to sariously interfere with the
defense program and cause much suffering smong renters in the lower

income praskets;

BE IT RESOLVEDs by Local Union #1208, of the United Steelworkers of America,
whose membership of one thousand is: composed of both landlords and tenants,

~ that the City of Seattle go on record and voke against the propossl of

gertain selfish pressure groups %o bring about the end of Federal Rent
Stebilizetion in the City of Seattle, and

BE 1T FURTEER,RESOLVED that coples of the above resolution are to he forﬁﬁréed o

the Seattle City Zouncil; Mayor Allen Pomeroy; Ivan Carson,; Chairman of
the Advisory Comu:stee on Critical Defense Areas, New GAO Building,
Washington 2&5, D.,Goj Director of Rent SBtabiliszation, Tighe E. Woods,
Washington 25, D.C.

- {Q\ A4
ADOPTED June 4, 1952 éﬁflﬂe 7/ Zgg/z /-/yg@%é‘
T

Eugbne V. Dennett, Rec. Secy.
7324 34th Avenue S.W.
Ssattle,6, Washington

3y - I PR 3
i of FrCLA arn
David Ho Adems, President
Looal Union #1208
United Stselworkers of America
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705% Pike Street
Seattle; Washington

June 30, 1952 il
| ] e
Hon. Alfred R. Rochester / -
City Council S
County=-City Building
Seattle 4, Washington V4

Near Mrs, Rochester:

The Aparkment Dperators lhassciation of Seattls in the very near fubture will submit Yo the
Soatble Gity Youncil a hearing for housing devontroly and from my porsonal oxperiencs I wand o
tell you what the housing situation in the City of Seatble is todaye From my personal investi-
gation, there is absolutely no shortage of housing accommodations in Seattles Thers are hotols
in this city that at times have over 50X vacancisse Also, the apartments are afber busimoss, as
is the McKey Apartment Hotele In spite of this, the local Office of Rent Stabilization maintains
an abtitnds wholly unjustifieble torards the property ovners. In 001 of the +ims, 1t wholly weu
jecks-or ignores the just applications for relisfs those people aro of very moderste means and
are” comparatively poors An imparvial lnvesbtigabion wili prove bhat hundreds of these psople
have baen ruined because the ORS failed or refused to give thom any relief whatscevere

I have made applioation to ths local ORS giving conorote proof that it costs over §52,00 per
month %o operate per unit of the McKay Apartment Hotele T applied for $55,00 minimu for thosa
units that were below this figure, as to cover the debt expense in any unit, as there are unibz
that e ranking as low as $30.00 por month. But it wae arbitrarily rofused. This $85.00 that I
asked for ig belew in comparison with other apnrtment hotels in the vieinity having similar sor-
vices gni conditionss As the Molay Apartment Hotel 1s a reinforcsed concrete bullding all corri«

" dors have tile floors; el each unit is well furmished with a privebte bath with tilo flooring,
~Idtohen with refrigerators and the living roem with hardwood floorss And in spite of this we
have units that the maximum ceiling price is $30,00 per monthe This is en outright discriminabion
against the McKey Apartmént Hotel as &ll other apartment hotels of similar services are decon-
trolled.
© L I-made -an appliocabion, with proof that not only the MceKay is knovm as an apartment hotel { a
fact that the ORS ha~ admitted) but we have all the services roquired by lsw, inoluding olty
-~ licensey bo conduot buiness as an apartment hobels This in spite of the proofs the ORS has un=
“3usbifiably rejootud ite
.. "Then 'on the 16th of January, 1952, through the Apartment Operators Association we made an
~-gpplication for daily and weekly rates. Time end again Mr. Donald C. Haas, President of the
‘Apartment Operators Association, and I were repeatedly assured by the ORS that this application
“would soon be granted, only to be orally notifisd on April 18, 1952, that this epplication was
again rejeoted. It was our desive to bake this up with the King Counbty Rent Advisory Board, but
~oould not-do this unbil we got a written nobifitation of tho ORS final decision, which was not
“until April 30, 1962,

Under the low en apartmont is entitled Yo ront inoreoases for improvement, decorabion, otos
Again on Décember 12, 1951, wo made such application for 17 units for an increase for such im-
provementse - There was spent about $5,350400 on these units, but on January 15, 1952, we were nobi-
fied, after waiting five weeks, thal we were granted a one=dollar inorease per month on one unit.
I made an oral probtest to Mre Rs, Ce Abtwood, Director of the Rent Stabilizabion Boarde Mre Abtwood
wpote me .g lotber within e few deys telling me that we were entitled to an increase totake up this

‘oxponse within a 3=year period, eand they were willing to grant us this increase if we wers willing
%o comply with certain provisions of tho laws Mrs Donald C, Haas on the 1lth of February, 1952,
wrote them on our behalf accepting their termse Two end one~half months elapsed and we were still
wwaibing for their:decision, This is the treabtment generally recsived by a property ovmer under ORS,
=Bk now, the question is, will decontrcl raise rents? Definitely nob, because in the McKey
““Apsrtment: Hotel and undoubtedly in meny other apartment and lodging houses, there are many, many
~units renbing today sway below the ORS ceiling prices Locel rent decontrol will simply rid the
property ovners of a lot of unnecessary red tepe, give him his cherished American liberty, and the
1 opportunity-to sit down with his fellow men and make mutual agreementse It will further give him

= an-incentive to improve and meinbein his properties in good condition and make them fit for people
t5-°1ive in thems It will very likely increase very few rentals which today are rented below de=
pression prices. Bub today no housing operator dares to ask any substantial incrdase becauss prac-
+ically all of them are trying hard to keep their phoe filled to capacitye Due to the fact of
the large amount existing in the hotels and apartment hotels snd also apartments and other lodgingse

Sincerely yours,

& ziedt O
Evans Eo. Collias

"LNIWND0QA FHL 40 ALMYAD 2HL OL 3na Si Lt

3OLLON SiHL NVHL 4370 8531 St INVHL SHL Nt AINIWNJ0GQ 341 41

FOLLOM




"ANIWNNDO0Q FHL 40 ALITVYND IHL GL 3Na SI L

301LON SIHL NVHL 4¥310 837 St INVEE SIHL NI INIWND0Q IHL 41 3DIL0N




Eltzabeth S Meatel

- City Council
County-City Building
Seattle &, Washington

Members of the City Council:

Please file my nane among those who are pgotesting the
possible discontinuance of vent conﬁrola September 304,

Inasﬁush as this ie 2 "defense arsa! I foel thav vent
controls shouvld be maintained in Seattle until such times as more
rental units are available in the medium price group. Should rent
coﬁﬁrola be eliminated now, I would be forced to move into 2 less
exﬁensi?e apartment - if such could bde ;ocated - as would meny other

“residents of apartment dwellings 4in this City.

My fthanks for giving this letter your attention.

Yourss/very truly,
S

2417 - blst North
Seattle 2, Vash.

1
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NOTICE: IF THE DOCUMENT IN THIS FRAME IS LESS CLEAR THAN THIS NOTICE
IT iS DUE TO THE QUALITY OF THE DOCUMENT.




n July 2,19562

Téythe,Members of the City Council
of Seattle,Wash.

: Hon.3irs & Madam:

- &S your body meets on the 7th to digcuss the problem of Rent
Control, I wish £0 express my hope that the Council will vote to.gon~-
~tinue Rent Control. . ' '

T Am g oitizen and tax payer on property in Seattle for the
pest twenty~five years,I wish 60 state my position. I owned a small
house whioh was rented and I thought the adjustment of rent was falr
‘to- hoth owner and renter amd was happy to conform 0 ite ,

. _‘Now that I found it nesessary to move to0 an apartment some
‘three years ago,l have found the great benefit of rent control,else

our landlord would fleece the cocupants to0 an alarmong degreee

: : -Phe owner of my. apartment -where I regide told me that he could
olear the apartment of all incumbrances in ten years. He paid $150,000
- for it, makes no rapalrs whatsover, and has raised the rent twlce.
o T had to:hire”an'élaotriqianltO'make;my,apartmentfsafsempved
“in_ five MOme tszafterfplgbe{was{vacabed-found'ih,filthy;bsyopﬁ,dsgcrip-

‘tioms I 4id mot report it to the Rent Gontrol but spent months ,FEEXX’

- yea years in trying to gorub,scoud,paint floor of kitchen;paint walls,
eto- some $80,00 in repairs ' i ,

oo iio o Tothink Towon'tt sign my name because thers might be reprisals

© - apd I'm so busy with oivic affairs (all voluntary) that T can't find

‘time to look for a better deal.
- Here's hoping you make the right decigion on Rent Control.

IihavaVWOrked long and faithfully in every selection for members of your

group.
MOST SINCERELY

A Tax Payer
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QUEEN ANNE COMMUNITY CLUB

August 15, 1952

~Seattle City Council
County~-City Building
Seattle, Wash.

‘IOILON

Dear Members of the Councid:

The members of the Queen Anne Commuhity Club adopted a

-resolution to request the council to favor the termination of
E - by
~ e i :

-rent control. e .

Very truly yours,

Mrs. G. Kirk Secr.
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trent house witin each unic having 4%

.00 per month and ‘the other units are
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able David Levine

,eluesa~redefal rant

ose: goaded by

building.,

: and’th wat arv,

’1£We:do not need rent control.

“control,

- Alfreq- Lunde
1420=4th Ave: .

Vacancies

jmy‘bulelva when I'nntltioned for deaontrol

P ete v

“We in Seattle do not need
I have had 8" decontL0¢led SVieh Ny
;anu nefﬂr ralspd the rent on a tenants :

Jad units aro as 1OV ‘as-commarable. VOﬁurolled units. in my i
“around §46-950 for Z-room rpbular apartments with. heat, 1lght7,'i'*r

Pleass peviit us to prévé'iﬁy—

West
geat hle 99’ Yﬂnl': 1

are'nUmafous.'i
aand am advefb1s1nn in the papers, getting only a; L
: Last: month ‘at time of ‘survey I had-4 vacanﬁins
58 50-$65,00 ¢lass; each with private. buth and-
'nc;udlng heat,- llght, and hot Water. RREEEE :

The-rents: on




%%@p@ﬂ%6%%24a%;www€¢¢
REALTY MANAGEMENT, INC.
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522 DEXTER HORTON BLDG » SEATTLE <4

TELEPHONE ELIOT 4040

sugust 15, 1952

Hon. Duvid Levines Pres,
Cl ty CO l‘lC _L
534 Connty-C
Seattie 4,

Dear SBir:

Enclosed for your a photostatic copy of a
létter sent by the hrea by way oi answering = Petition
for Increszsed Rents To Sgcure t Oneruting Heturn. Ye
T d o

believe that 1if you will care ohils letter you will be
smazed that & supposedly responsible government agency could write
so incoherent an answer to a most importans guestion.
Note please: last sentence in pa-cgrLuh Ho. 2 whereln a

base ratio of 8% 1s mentioned but the petitioner is denied the
exslanation of how a base figure of &b is arrived al. Paragraph
No. 3 wherein the owner wa$ critized for fsilure to submit figures
~for other income. HNo such figures were submitted as there was no
“other incomne.

<. “Paragreph No. 3 wherein the payroll expenses is criticized
“yet the building in question is an older structure snd a high cost
of upkeep is inherent.

Pardgraph No. 4 criticized the costs of sttovneys fees yeb
the regulations are so burdensome in thelr executlion and so complex
in thelr interpretation as 13 evidenced by the enclosed lstter
thet obviously the work dene Dy our attorneys in relation to
our petitions was essential.

The problems attached to rent control inherent in the acts
are but a fraction of the real probleum fzcing the mansgers of
property. The largest pasrt of the burden is imposed by the

“ridicnlous, burezucratic and despotic sdministration of the act.

we respectively regquest the City

For the reasons set Y, :
this burden upon the owners of resl
le

~Council not to again imp
property in. the City of

fRespectiully yours,

B R S T - 1) Tt
Sf @l nGEaENT, ILC.

/ /7//;;/‘1,

F- e uelsom
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F. POHBL EA. 2432
~TOWNER . "
MGR izt EA. 8620

THE HARVEY APARTMENTS

2613 EAST CHERRY ST.
SEATTLE 22, WASH.
s

April 16, 1952

Honorable Members
City Gouncil
Seattle, ¥Wn.

Dear Councll Members:

. Controls in any form, are & menace to the
American Way of Life, they are despotlc in character, creating
discord and 2lass hatred, they stifle private enterprise and dull
our initiative, they are the political footballs of Government
Bureaucracy.

Rent control was instituted because of a
housing shortage. No housing shortage exlistas at this time. A
total of 29 vacancles for the year 1951 out of 18 apartmeunts
avallable, indlcates no apparent shortage. {Average rent $39.00)

Controle are fine, &3 long as you are not
the one being controlled. Now that everybody has had their 111
of controls becsuse they themselves are belug contrelled, lets
do away with rent control and all other contrels which interfere
with the American Way of Lire.

Yoursg truly

I /ey
(?_/"{/ﬁ}z_ﬂfg 4 (f%ﬁ’é 4

Fred Pohel, Mgr.

Harvey Apts.

2615 E. Cherry S5%.

Seattle 22, Wn.
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April 11, 1952

Dear Council Members:

As we are sure that you believe in fair trestment for all
sitizens and taxpayers and are anxious to see that Seattle mainteins
its good name as a homeowner's city and an excellent place to raise
children, we are teking the liberty of asking your help to tiy to
correch a very confusing situation brought about by the present
Tederal Rent Control Office.

‘JOILON

My wife and I have worked for msny years to save eénough money
to make a down payment on a four-wnit apartment house, which we have
been living in for the past three years. We had hoped that some day
we would be able to actually own it without encimbrances and derive
a 1ittle income during our retirement, instead of asking the city and
state to support us.

Ins'bead, during the past three years we have had to make up
a-loss in operating:costs out of our own monthly salaries to keep from
losing our-investment in it, simply because of rent control., It
actually cosbs us twice as much to live in the accommodationg asg it
does for any of our tenants: We try to make the building very clesn
and -comfortable for all, have had no vacancies, but have & waltlng
1ist of people.who would bs glad 4o sell their homes-to move in. In
fact, two of the three present tenants did sell their homes, because
it cost them less to pay the monthly apartment rent; but under the
rent controls, we, 48 ovners, have to make up the diffeverice.

UINIAN30A FHL 49 ALNMVAD 3HL OL 3nA-S1 L

301LON SIHL NVH.L dV313.S837 81 3NVHS SIHL NI LNIWNI0Q THL I

Owr four \mlts are exastly alike in size, acconnnodatlons,
electric ranges, refrigeration, gerages and lockers in the basement,
but the wit that we occupy ourselves was frozen at $14.50 more per
month -then exactly the same type of wnit across the hall. - There are
two wmits to each floor. All wits, though exactly alike, have a
different ceiling rental, with ours the highest by far because we
oceupy it ag the owners. Ve can get no adjustment from ‘the Rent
Control 0ffice because they once aliowed us a small leogs-in-opersiion
adjustment ‘that took care of only a ‘small part of the actual cost,
and the operating cogts sre -rising constantly.

In the interests of fair play, we feel that you can and should
do everything-in your power to correct this impogsible and confusing
sitvation, as representatives of all the good citizens and the sMsll
apartment owners of Seattle, by voting to decontrol these rental
wmits as-soon as possible, before the moritgage holders take over the
property.

¥Yery, truly you:qs, %—
%. wd Dt (b (% OHtenteek

Mr. and Mrs. A. J’. Frankel
337 - 18th Avenue No.
Seattle 2, Washington
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NOTICE:

IF THE DOCUMENT IN THIS .nm>_$m IS LESS CLEAR THAN THIS NOTICE
IT IS DUE TO THE QUALITY OF THE DOCUMENT.
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JOHN PECK REALTY CO.
AGENT
5906 PHINNEY AVENUE
PHONE: DE 1775

SEATTLE 3, WASHINGTON Ang, 22, 1952.

Mr. Olarence Maseart, Oounciluen,
Oounty=-0lty Bldle.,
Seattle, Wash.

Deéar Friend Clarence 3

I am opposed to Rent Comtrol,

Some-of the. reasons are g
An owner ¢antt conitrel his property as long as tenant pays the rent,
The Government workers in the Rent Control Office 2T®a bumch of -drenes.

We are paying taxes to. support them,

Tfhéy ave taklng away our-daily breed.

Most of tho tenante could buy a home if they so chose,
There are over-Th vacencies in Seattle at the present time.
1If ‘vents are decontrolled, supply wlll take care of demand,
Lot us: get Real Bsiate out of Government Control,

" Look what 1% is doing in France end Bugland.

I don's 1ike so much red ‘teps in business, nelther do you.

‘He also must guard off Public Housing.

EBTADLISHED 1025

A home owner i & good toxpayer, tut & tenant il ts
Tet us ho Anericens and -do things in the American wayl
Thanking you for belng our honest repregentative,

I remain,
Your friend,

ACH
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August 22, 1952

Mr. C. F. Massa»., Councitman
City of Seattle
Seattle 4, Wasaingion

Dear Mr., Mrsaart:

I am wr:

to urge that Rent Control be allowed to
expire on Sept rrnse i

The contivvance i contea? Las without doubt, in my
opinion, been to a gveat extent r<gponsible for-the tightness
of the home rental marke{. It has forced the sale of houses
that would otherwise have been rented, not only because of
the fact that rents have been held down, but also because of
the extreme difficulty, under control, to negotiate a rent or
even to find out what the '"legal” maximum rent would be.

Experience in cities which have been decontrolled has
proved the desirability of getting rid of rent control. In some
instances, such as Tacoma, the result has been a very com-
petitive rental market. Rents there are very ''soft" and.there
are numerous vacancies available at practically all rental
rates.

It is: also my firm conviction that there will be no
material increase in rents here if rénts are decontrolled.

I hope you:will suppoxt the program to allow rent
control to end on September 30th.

Sincerely yours,

It
Kenneth 6‘.‘]\& rford
1226 - 39th North
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Mra. P, Powsll
‘deattle City Council
Baattle

Waghington

Doy Mrsg. Powell:

81% Wast BIth Strast
Seattle 7, Washington
snenst 23rd, 1952

1% ié my opinion that if rents nre decontreliled in the City of

Seattle, the entive
dafeat in Wovember.

State Republicen ticket will.go down to

Sinceraly, i

Corl Viking Holman

Republican candidate for
Tnitdad States Senator
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lwsling Real BEstate :
812 Vance Building 5
Seattle 1, Washington
August 23, 1952

City Cowmnecil of Seattle Re: Rent Control
Comnty City Building
Seattle, Washington

‘I3ILON

Gentlemens

On Wednesday, August 20th, 1952, KING TV Speeigl Events
Program presented a debate on Elimination of Rent Conmtrol,
During this debate Mr, Gibson quoted a "Salesman Wented Ag"
s of ‘mine where he completely misconstruied the intent of that
[ ads I sadd I beldeve that there would be-an’increased acte
oo .ivity in the aparimenthouse market with ‘the elimintaion of
B rent contrel, - I 'still believe so, but that activity will
i - -not be due to Inereased rents, but due to relief from govern-
o mental red tape and regulations,

I repeat, I do not believe that there will be an overall
ineresse’ in rents. ‘There will be adjustments made, thate
trus, But there will be decresses as well s increases. due
basically to the inequities of the rent control law itgelfs

45 a sales broker of small spartmenthouses, I-find that
over 204 of my listings are now charging wnder maximun allow-
able rents.. That vacancies not only exist but are becoming
an increasingly alarming problem, Rents can not increass,
the law of supply and demand will not let them.
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Trusting that this will help clarify my pesitiony, I remain

Sincerely youre 5

T ~ -
NS ‘
\Til«.ﬁr—v 'a*'?‘” ‘"S T
Rosling Real Estave

Copy to:
Apartment Operators Assn.
¢/o Donald Haas
Olympic National Building
Seattle, Washingbon







NOTICE:

IF THE DOCUMENT IN'THIS FRAME IS LESS CLEAR THAN THIS NOTICE
IT IS DUE TO THE QUALITY OF THE DOCUMENT
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141 Fest Ray Streetb
Seattle 99, #ashington
August 22, 1952

Seattle City Council
County-City Building
-Jeattle, Washington

Deéi' Sirs:
I am intéres,’ced in rent control. I have studied it and met and talked with
cmany people about it. They all agree, both fenant and landlord, thet in

its present -sebup rent condrol is very unfair,

“About. a year ago my daughter and her family came here from Calirornia to
settles They are paying #9%.00 for a 5-room house on the north side of

“Syeen. Anne Hill. The owner refused to do any work on it and they had to

“fix it up themselves,

"I pave another place in mind. It is a 10-apartment, frame buwilding on a
~very - ‘busy highway, poorly located. They get 360,00 for a two-room. aparitment.

Now, I know of another building—-—a modcrn, brick building, located in the
University district. They rent for $h0.00 to #56.00 for two and four—room
'r,partnencs. .

Does rent combro“i mean anybhing if half the city is under rent control and

" “half getting all they can .out of the peovle--some paying extremely low rents
and-the obhers: paying extremely high renvs? Now, I want to suggest a feir
a.nd behter way.

: I belleV\‘ we-have-a good civy council. iy can't they appo:umL a group of

o men. to'reprosent both landlord and tenant .and have all unfair cases corné to

< them for adjustment? I am-sure it would -be a big. improvement .over -the
‘way it is at present.

4 hope this meets your approval and something will be done aboubt it.

e spectfunlly yours,

A. H. Silver

EH5 3w

O ——
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L CITY REAL EBTATE
INSURANCE
RENTALS
APPRAIBALS

JOHN J. ELLIOTT CO.

MEMBER - - S
REALTORS: N/morué, ASSOCIATION OF REAL -
STATE BOARDS B -
3615 EasT A5TH STREET SEATTLE REAL ESTATE BOARD

“ON THE WAY TO LAURELHURST" —
BEATTLE, 5, WASH. PHONE KENWoOD .1844

Aucruet 22, 1952

Gentlemen: :
Re: Hearing to be held
on Rent Control

For your information about three weeks ago we
adverhtlged for a house to rent for a family
here from San Francilgco. We had eleven answerg
ind had no difficulity in getting a place for
them,

Very truly yours,

Joh

en/ 338
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Seattle City Cov '

County-City Bldg.
Seattle, Wash,

Re Coposii’on to Re.«. tion for Local
bl sce of Ro - Control

There are ove :.ght wiilion owners and operators of small
independent rental properties in the United States. All of these people
represent the highest type of American citizenship. All of them pay
real estate taxes. They have sacrificed more for the welfare or their
country during the last 11 years than any other class of our citizens.
While others have been making fair profits, their returns have been
limited, almost to the vanishing point, Their owr individual labor
has gone into their business of service to their tenants. There are
many kinds of business rendering various kinds of service to people.
Some provide food, others service through transportation, others
through entertainment, and others various other things and requirements.
No other service business has been treated so unjustly as those
rendering housing service to tenants.

Under the old feudal system of land tenure prevelant in
England centuries ago, vast domains were deeded by the King to his
overlords, and they, in turn, to their lords of the land, or lord
of the manor. People on these tracts of land were ~alled serfs and
they went with the land. Because of the practices .i those days, the

+term “landlord" acquired an ugly and sinister meaning which has been

handed down from that day to the present and this prejudice has been
wrongfully stirred up against those who merely bear the legal name
of "landloxd".

The landlord of today is usually a man who, by hard work and
thrift, has saved a sufficient amount of money to make a down payment
on a piece of income property. A bank or mortgage company usually owns
the larger equity in the property and he is nothing more than a
"glorified janitor", who works hard, for a small return on his investment
and on his labor, rendering service to his tenants. He received no
medals for his sacrifices in the war and no commendations, except from
individual tenants who appreciate the comforts and quiet enjoyment to
them of the service he has rendered. He is a man who not only has
received a small return but who has sent his own sons to war, and he
may be a disabled veteran who has been to war himself., Or the landlord
may be a widow who has placed the community returns of a lifetime into
one of these small multiple rental units in order to bring up her
family or keep off the welfare rolls.

In these days of huge monopolies of almost everything, it
is refreshing to find eight million independent businesses operating in
the old-fashioned American way., Such small independent operation should
be encouraged. They have sought no subsidy from the government, as many
other businesses have done. They have borne their losses alone. All
they now ask is the right to own and operate their own property, free
from bureaucratic controls. Perhaps this very fact of individuality is
the weakness that has caused them to fall prey to the organized
minorities and to the unfair and unjust confiscation of the control
of their properties and of the usual returns awarded those in free
enterprise and in competitive business.

It must be considered that such control in normal times is
absolutely unconstitutional and that private property cannot be taken
for private use at all, nor can it be taken for public use except
upon payment of just compensation. World war 2 has been over for
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seven years. Most all other controls were relinquished, but rent
control has remained with us fox 11 long years. The meat trust
has tripled the cost of meat., The price of coffee was more than
doubled over night. Our transit ey-tem fares have doubled. The
cost to the landlord of maintenance ard labor have doubled. All
around him, the free enterprise system has prevailed, but he has
had to carry on,paying all these prices, under the heel of rent
control. (See American Legion magazine for September, 1952, page
20, "Ig Our Constitution Doomed?)

The Question at Hand

The simple question to be decided is, - Should the owners
and operators of a small percentage of rental units which have borne
the burden of rent controls over a period of some 1l years, be
compelled to continue under that burden, in spite of the fact that
the Congress of the United States has freed them? This simple
?uestion can be decided by the consideration of a few indisputable
facts.

1. All new housing built after 1947, all apartment hotels,
such as the Exeter, Camlin and Cornelius, all motels, all conversions
and all luxury apartments are not under rent control., They represent
more than one-half of all the rental properties in Seattle, Therefore,
a majority of income properties have already been decontrolled and
it is an unfair discrimination against a few remaining properties, to
impose controls upon them. There are no controls on hotels or hotel
rentals. There never has been any control on office or commexcial
buildings. The only ones controlled are the small odperators, the
little fellows, the widows and those who have a small investm:rt in
income units, usually averaging less than 9 units each.

2. The policy of our Federal Congress has been stated several
times in rent control laws, over a period of years. As stated in
Chapter 163, Public Law 129, being i e Housing Act of 1947, Title 2,
Section 201,

*{a) -« The Congress reaffirms the declaration in the Price

Control Extension Act of 1946, that unnecessary or unduly

prolonged controls over rents would be inconsistent with

the return to a peacetime economy and would tend to prevent

the attainment of goals therein declared. :

(b) - The Condress, therefore, declares that it is its
purpose to terminate at the earliest practicable date_all
federal restrictions on rents of housing accommodations."

In accordance with the above policy, the Congress has
declared that rent controls come to an end on Semtember 30, 1952.

Seattle is not a critical defense housing area. If it is, it can only

be so declared by the federal government, This entire law has been
a federal matter, not a state law nor a local lew. There is no

good zeascon for the City Council to keep rent controls on the City
of Seattle alone, and there is every good reason why the federal

law should be allowed to take its own course. There are no rent
controls in Tacoma, Spokane, Portland or Los Angeles and as a result
there is no shortage of units for rental, To impose rent control
here, would be to handicap these businesses of this city and cause
them undue hardship in the face of high prices for everything to

all the rest of the nation. Local taxes have been raised tremendously
irn the last year. According to the report of the King County Rent
Advisory Board there is a percentage of vacancy in this city, which

b
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of course means that there is no shortage, regardless of whether
that percentage of vacancy is large or small, The City of
Seattle has not imposed any price controls at all and it is no
time to begin during this period of high wages and employment.

3. A great hue and cry is set up by the leaders of a few
organizations, seeking a policy that they themselves are not
following. Many war workers for example, have come here during a
period of high employment, Both the husband and wife are employed
at high wages. They do not occupy the choice rental controlled
property. They live in 608 type housing, at quite high prices.
Those who have held rent controlled housing, have been in these
apartments for many years. They do not intend to give thaom up
until rent controls end. Hundreds of these properties, ranging
from 4 to 6 rooms, are occupied by one person alone because of rent
controls. The Disabled American veterans, (of which I am a life
member), have received several cost of living incrrases in their
compensation, which has doubled since the war. Most of them are
working at good wages, some of them on civil service jobs under
preference ratings. Some of them are in business for themselves,
They profess to believe in the American free enterprise system, and
they do not wish to receive any benefit at the expense of any cther
individual,

4, There is no reason for lining up one class of citizen
against another, There is no reason for saying to the landlord and
tenant, "Lets you and him fight", Many tenants are themselves
landlords, Most of them run businesses. They expect the landlord
to receive a fair return on his investment and on his labor. Often
the tenant is fax better off than the landlord. But there is one
thing upon which both the landlord and tenant agree. The landloxd
does not want the tenant to have to lower his standard of living below
that to which Americans are entitled. We live in a great prosperous
country where over sixty million of our people are employed and
entitled to the goodtthings of life. It is unfair to the tenant am
that he should be required to enter his apartment through dingy
unlighted halls, where the rugs have been worn threugh, or patched
over, to an apartment that has not been renovated for ye-vs, and
cook on a stove that is over 20 years old. The tenants -2 entitled
to all the good modern facilities. Under rent control ithay must
renovate their own apartments or live in conditions that are distaste-
ful. They would violate the law if they pay the landlord more money
to provide them with better facilities and the landlord violates the
law if he receives payment for an¥ other facilities, without the
consent of the O.P.A., which if gllowed, is generally inadequate for
the purpose. In other wozds, where housing is limited to some
extent, as it is, tenants should be allowed to make arrangements
for the things to which they are entitled, to raise their standard
of living.

5. The owners and operators of rental properties are also
entitled to a fair return on their investment and a fair return for
their labor, They are entitled to keep their properties up in a
good condition of repair and to prevent depreciation and also to
provide for emergency expenditures, such as for a new furnace, a
new roof, new carpeting, new stoves in the kitchens, new davenport
sets, etc,

6. But most of all, the owners of rental properties should
be restored to the American right of ownership of their own property,

[
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free from bureaucratic control, The rental prices and the rent
control feature of the law is only one item. The U.SiNews and
World Repoxrt of August 15th, 1952, page 7, published by David
Lawrence, states: ’

"Apartment rents are as likely to decline as to rise.
Concessions often can be had now',

What the landlord desires is the right to manage and operate his
property in a business-like way, according to his own methods and
based on his own experiences and for the benefit of both himself
and his tenanis, even though it should result in less returns.

It would be wrong and unjust to impecse rent controls on a small
percentage of our citizens especially when a majority in the
rental business are free from control.

Respectfully submitted,

W e

A
i
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 Pavi G. Hoffman, industrialist, South Bend, Ind.:

Enslavement weakens people=—fréedom  gives . them
i strength.:-And-in the-long run, it is-the strength-or
weakness of people that dictates the course of history.”

“May-1 suggest that we not sell 'short our way of life. 7
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April 11, 19562

~ City Council
. Gity of Seattle

Dear Council Members:

Through my exoverience in apertment operation under rent
control, I finally believe that the conbrol ig no longer necessary.

“The so-called war time ghortage of housing nas long been over. Hvery
year hundreds of thousands of new homes and other types of living
quarters have been constructed and are still being built in spite of
the present seemingly difflcult seml-war neriod, At oresent, the
housing situation has lmproved to a voint where avariments such ag ours
hHave frequent vacancies, not one but tweo and three units at one time,
resilting in newspaper advertising to fill such vacancles. To cite one
instance of difficulty encountered in filling vacancies, we have had
to wait as long as 5 weeks for a sultable tenant. Our unite range in

rent from #30 to £55.

From my experience, I feel that operating avartments under
pent control has been wasteful. HSach and all cases of vent adjustments,
including such simple cases as installling an electric refrigerator for
& unlt which has nsver been equipped with one, require time and efforit
in submitting forms, walting and at Times apnealing to the higher
government office. A slight clerical and technical error in completing
forms vesults in necessary resubmittal of the forms, thus resuliting in
further delay.

: T+ 13 nob difficult to percelve that the gituation such as
ours under rent control has developed in the minds of many tenantg an
‘idea that they have Jjust as much say in the unilts they rent as the
landlord. Whereass the writer does not even infer that the tenants
should be extrs thankful or humble to the landlord, it is the writer's
opihion thet they should be at least coopsrative but 1n many cases

the rent control has greatly contributed to developing &n unhealthy
attitude.on the part of certein tenants. Certainly, thie was not
intended by our lawmakers. Along this 1line, 1t may be stated that

rent control has incileated, though not intentionally perhaps, 1lu the
minds of tenants s conceéot that they are rgsured of w»laces to stay by
the bilg brother and that they need not exercise as much care in hand-
ling furniture furnighed them as they should under normal circumstances,
thug resulting in unnecessary materisl waste. Just recently, the writer
sustained 2 loss of avoroximately 8125 bescsuse of irrespensible handling
of furniture by one of his tenants,

All this is bad and is definitely contrary to our system of
capitalism with freedom of enterprise and competitlon, which, after all,
miade America of today and 1ack of which kept certain forelgn powers
behind end in voverty., There 1s no substitute for free and healthy
competition,

Tnasmuch as many c:i%ies comparable %o Jeattle insofar as
“nousing is concerned have decontrolled rent and are getiing slong
satlafactorily, I firmly believe thet rent control should be removed

in this city.
Very truly yours,

\‘4i s T

T, Matsul
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T0 The President and Membera of Seattle City Council,
AUBJECT : =0PPOSING CONTINUANCE OF FEDERAL RENT CONTROLS.

I requsst that your honorable body withhold action looking to the
contimuation of Federal rent controls beyond Septenber 30, 1953.
As briefly as a few of many reasons may Ye suated up, I submit:

PYRSONAL EXPERIENCE: During & necessary absence of one

yearrbeginning ¢ane, 1846, my residence was rentedywithout objection,
to'the’;egigtr&tion by 0.P.A. local office. Nearly four months
later O.P.A. notice of a reduction of the house rent to 50% of the
rontal agreement was received in the Fast.. Ina protest ,rental of
house next door to me, and a duplicate structure, waes cited %o show

- that its rental was approximately 50% higher than assigned to me.
That house was at March,1941, freeze date. Mine had never been pre~

viously rented and represented a larger investment in ownership.

My protest was curtly rejected and appeal was made to the
Regzional Board in San Francisco, wi th the same result, The Regional
pdard made reply including information in conflict with further siate-
ments from Seattle office.. I made appeal to Washington, D.8. roffice,
witl request for investigation and equality of treatment., Reply oame
four months later, after return to Seattle stating that the file had
been reviewved "informally", which informality"#id not permit of in-

Housing
vestigation and submission of any additional facts", But thé Expe-~

ditor, the present Tighe Woods,said the action was approved., This

t"orush off" was sent through the office of a menber of The Congress,
{Incidentally, an Associated Press report of August 10, 1949, told
" 'how Mr. Woods ! explanation to & Senate investigating Commitiee why
he had hiwrried efforts on behalf of owners of Tanforan race track
%o facilitate construction work that had besn Dbanned in 1947.)
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Papge 3.  City Council,
(Personal, Continued)

It had been our intention o continue rental of the home
because too lerge for two elderly persons, but the grogs rental perg
mittedrby the Rental @zars, ﬁas less than any satisfactory apartment
weuld require, so we reoccupied the house. To keep the record strailht
I again took up the matter with the Seattle rental office and obtained
Vrparity with the house next door. Before doing 80, howeverm,I had in-
vestigated the supposad "comparable" accommodationsused by the Seattle
office., It was ®mER found thatyfourvpéeves of propsrty used had been

: ! . and occupied long before
greatly run down in 1941; had been bought/oy the owners and brought
t6 éondition suitable for occupancy. There had been absolutely no
basis for use of the houses,as of 3/1/19417as“comparables“in 1946,

Thieg is an inadequate summary of my personal experience.
If you have further interest. I will ocall in person with the huige
file for review., UpPGn your request.

SURVEYS:-I ?nderstand surveys will be submitted concern-
ing available rental/?21521ation to supply. Doubtless these will be
reasonably ‘accurate qﬁhcernigg%partment houses, It is doubtful how
complete they could be made as %o gpparate houses without a wide
gurvey of individual units. Per centages %o be accurate cannot be

ascertained by "sampling"wiior without gpscific. ingquiry whether

home ownsrs would be willing to rent their buildingsg. Many have

léarned of O.P.A methods and have dismissed the thought of renting

while -controls exist, because of arovitrary treatment and iradequate

return.on invegtment.
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\?#3 City Council.

UNJUSTIFIED -DISCRIMINATION: )

o Eour vote to continue rent cohtrols would be a vote to
conﬁinue the separation of real estate rentéls from every other form
on investment for the purpose of rank disorimination.Far less contdls
in some segmenis have been intermittent, while rentals have heen &én
the tight gripxx of a bureaucracy for eleven years. In a few wordse

this is whht has been done, as shown by U.S,Government statistical

-301LON

reéportss

The National Income increased from $10g.8 Billion in

1941 to §2839 billion in 1950{greatly increasing since 1950), about

138%,
: ' Factory payrolls indem(with 100 for 1939) wers 162.9 in

poings in 1941 and jumped %o 371.8 points in 1950, according to
‘Federal Reserve Bank--20(- polnt- about two years ago.

Building materials, wholesale, jumped from index prices

from 103 to 333 pointe in the same period. Important ty property ownes.

Labor Department index shows average consumers'! price in-
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dex: to have bhave advanced from 105 in 1941 to %88 171.9 in 1850 and
in-September,1951, to 186 poinbs. )
During these inflationary processes the index shows that

i over 1941
Rents only advanced in 1950/vy 85 points. Please note, however,the

index shows only four points advance at the end of 1946, In 1947

and since there have been liberalizations, but they excluded property

‘not rented earlier, and certain buibding changes, which left those
them
of us owning homes and rented /earlier than 1947,out in the cold, But

. they aaccount for much of the whole small incrsases, totalling 25

“points, compared with other huge advances in everything the owner

has to buy., - Truly the homes ownsr is the forgotten man.




© #4 City Council i+

FOR_WHOSE BENEFIT AND AT WHAT COST- -

The sum and substance of the actual operations of rent

~ controls has beeqa heavy levy upon property owners,and the benefi-
viaries have in large part persons who have been working at high
Investment return to owners and ability to

Seattle has

wages and salaries .

‘pay on the part olf renters has nefer been considered.

‘3IILON

veen noted for its -home owing. Many owners are now retired and had
rt of their

counted. on reasonable rental of homes lat-r in life as pa
income. What of their situation?
Another aspect is that rent control has cost many milldon’

dollars. The amount is suggested by the fact that in February, 1850,

#26,000,000 was asked, When cut %o $l7,500,000£5&s declared by the
office %o be inadequate for the ysar. This has: gons on 1l years.

No one seems t0 have mads & guess how much income tax

that would have bzen paid by property fwners gas on falr rentals

has been lost by reason of rent controls. Property owners have been

taxed,truly, but the coblectors have been tenants.
in Congress

Both national parties/have been promising for four or
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more ysars to end the rent controls, but have again and again put it

* off & few months at a time. Why not assume they mean it and end

the ordeal?

From Edgar Royer, ,

5224 15%h Avenue, Northeast.
Seattle 8, Wash.
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“hrendnmg ete, t is my op

Cdirects

. i 5
“erate rent conbrol in the United States is a geod place to start: rec

Honsrable Counedlmen Clarence Hnssart
Seatble City CDIJI(‘ll

Cou my City Buildirg

deattle L, Washingbon

q

YO OHAVE ¢ VITURITY T0 VOTE FUR “RIom, Our ferefathers
zave up \,helr lives nghbm& for ] .Lbnr’o md freedom. OxJporm(uuy, liberty snd free
enterprise rre the fundementals that mo[wrod American citizens to develop Arerica
into the grestest nation in the world,

1R ! FORCE AMEHICA to ma.mtnr\ the present svstem of govern-
nent- controls, U1ey have won o bremendous Vvictory, They will have seddled we <ith a
systém of socialism which over the peried: of years woald be certain desth to the
original Amevican way of lile, Tierefore we should do all possible to eliminate

Sunacessary  conbrols,

THE RENT IHCREASES THFERIED by Mr., Panl Coughlin on T.V. were very ngle :ding and
did not indieate all of the facts. The publicised 1*c=n* incresses of l),v in 1950 and
the 105 in 1951 were allowavle providing the totels ofall I‘E’nu incresses granted
DI FOT BICEED: 25% iucrease over the 191;1 rent ceilingsa The 1950 =xd 1951 wubli-
Gised increasées alloved me a btotal of %,56 per month on a $51,00 per month apaz'tmon

MR

ER AVTR_L T 5 0F S STOYERS AT BORIEG in the Seattle area is
at least 199% of the 191'1 c;dlmm ard tiis does not include the raise inm July 1952
or fringe benefits such af 2ddivisnal paid vacation, paid sick le-ve, paid! insursnce
i.n bhat if an accurale suivey wWas lo it would indicate
that-a Jarge majority- of L,e Boeing enployees are home owners, =nd are therefore not
; :’i‘ed,ed by rent ‘control,

ATA

T RAGRET 15 TRINE THAT WY CHILDREY ARE GOTEG O BE SHACKLED with taxes btomorrow he-
cause of genercus spending today by representatives of the American people duly elected
0 managrs our Gemwcratic goverment. $30,000,000 a year “wi : elng spent to- op—
-1c1'ng v.our and

,—-'U‘

my itaxes

TETH THE TANGE HUMBER OF VACANCIES TN 8E today vent contrsl is no lonzer neceded,
The present rent contrwl isonly on the huq ng below ¥80 2 month or buili before

dune 19h7, which igauifair and discriminatory. Controls were lifted from Apt. Hotels,
Hotels; and fute Courts years: ago. i‘he ueﬁtt]e Hausing Authority Apparently belleved
that theére was no housing shoriage they have authorized the eliminaticon of
large mmbers of war housing units,

T Al TRUSTING THaT 70i will make y ur decisi n based on srour imoitiedge of 211 the true
f’ac ts of the case and allow rent controls in Seatbtle bu discontinue Sept. 37, 1952

Si ncerelj yours,

horbert i, Relchert

L’h«"l"ﬂ mn of Seattle Profersi nal
1eering hnployces Assceiation
I;‘Eembel‘ of the Seatble lunicipal League
tember of the Boeing “upervisors Club
Yembsr of the Seabile dpt. House Operators
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August 22, 1952

Mz, David Levine, Councilman
City of Seattle
Seattle 4, Washington

Dear Mr, Levine:

1 am writing to urge that Rent Control be allowed to
expire on September 30th.

The continuance of control has without doubt, in my
opinion, been to a great extent responsible for the tightness
of the home rental market., It has forced the sale of houses
that would otherwise have been rented, not only because of
the fact that rents have been held down, but also because of
the extreme difficulty, under control, to negotiate a rent or
even to find out what the ''legal' maximum rent would be,

Experience in cities which have been decontrolled has
proved the desirability of getting rid of rent control. In some
instances, such as Tacoma, the resuli has been a very com-
petitive rental market. Rents there are very !'soft" and there
are numerous vacancies available at practically all rental
rates,

It is also my firm conviction that there will be no
material increase in rents here if rents are decontrolled,

T hope you will support the program to allow rent
control to end on September 30th.

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth :T\ o¥ford
1226 -~ 39th North

3OLON

|
§

*INWND0G 3HL 40 ALITVND 3HL 0L 30a SI LI

A0LLON SIHJ. NVHL ¥v310 8837 8l BWVH:! SIHL NI -INIJNAD0Q 3HL A



~ o FIRE
o AUTO
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¥y, Dbavid Lavine
City Councilman
County City Building
Seattle, Yashingion

a

Dear Sir:

As vou know for the pasi
housing piet inel
#ful ovmers, Tor some

veh it's congress,
the people who own them

uffered beecavsa of one ri
Government (fficials in ch

”J

very

Lor bet

YOUR PROTE

~204 BROADWAY NO.

shovld tale steps to rew

onportunity to we
ters,
Ler

© REAL ESTATE
@ PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
© CONTRACY COLLECYIONS
® APPRAISALS

SEATTLE 2
CAPITOL 8100

fugust 22, 1952
ten vears I have been very close to the entire
control of properities by tho 0 other than the
ne I hove been firmly convinced that the Govern=

i
th

srn L rental properties
le

inder prolonged controls all tﬂe jelelss havs

®
dicuvlous decision after anobher on the part of Federal
kald

political war-time haby,

hteen months ovr office has had available, rantal

times, ranyiimes we have had twelve to fifteen
inexpensive apartments and vp, As a Heal Detate

atch at first hand, the change during

find thet renters today ave shoppers and
pentals in so far as a rental market is concerried,
he and ve 211 knou that America cax do & better
needless Covernment controls, '

and T

you
L"‘l ng ‘DO

ang

CTION IS OUR PROFESSION
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Honorable Councilmen David Levine
1118 Gity Council
City Building

Anshington

: YHITY 10 VOB W0n LIBRRTY -1 IFRED . “orefsthers
hm r 1 ves f]{r}‘hmg :.or Liberty =nd freed om. uul:Ol’b\J'lbj, Lbﬁr v =nd
> are the Dundamentnls thal, inssired American ciiizons to (.evelup

A D:L‘v(h inbe ;,he prestest nation in the world,

SANISTS CaN IX "-"“C‘; SIRITCA bo maintoin the present system of

goverment cont.ru]s , they have won e tremendous victory, They will hove saddled

ug with a system of socinlism wlL'Lch over the p icd of years would be certain
sth to the originsl Americen way of life, therefore shavld deo =11 possible

t6 -eliminste uneceszary conbrols,

=

£

TUE-RENT INCREASES TNFEARED by Mr, raul Coughlin on T,V, were very misles ;c,'ng
and:did not indicate 11 6f the facks. The publicised rent increnses of 15% in
1950 zhd the 105 in 1951 were sallowcble providing the totals of nll rent increases
Eed ‘thriv. 1951 DID RO BYCEED 25% increcse over the 1941 rort ceili hes.  “ne

i and 1951 prblicised increases alloved me & botel of H0.. 6 por m\'pth on a

l 00, per month apariment,

THE AV“““(‘:“ GAIARY OF 2LL GRS OF SHoP ELPIOYEES AT BOWING in the Scattle arca
is atleast1995 of the 19hl s: L"l‘ie\) ar‘d this does not inciude the raise in
July 1952 er fringe benefits such &s sdditional paid vacstion, paid sick leave,
prid insurance. premi etce Tt is my opinizn that il en accurrte survey was
maue 1t would Jndlcata that o large majority of the Boeing employees are hone
wmers, and Ltheréfsre not directly affected by rent control.

to¥es tbomerrow
: pecple dnliy
ich is being
6 5hert 18-

I REGRE

70 THIHK THAT WY CHILDARN ! t 70 BE SHACKLY
becanse-of generous spending tuday by represoni: Hives of the
elected to momaye our deno govermment, 30,000,000 & yerr

vent to. operate rent comtrol in the United Stotes is @ good p
(hl(:ll]{; your snd my taxes.

WITH PHE LA RGE E0 T SEATTIE boday rem‘, cont. is no lonmer
needed. The mresent rent con‘m*ul is nnlr on the housing helo 0 a m;;n“f,h or
butilt pefsre Jv.ne 19L§.7 Jwkich is unfair =nd discriminatory. Sontrols
from Apt. Hotels, Hotels : & yosl's ag0. Lhe Ser’s‘c.lé H ugJ.n"
ity rontly believed that there w no housing shoriage

toorided the elimination  of lavge numbers of wor housing vnits

LU will meke vour decision based

nse rnd allow rent conbrols in Sesttle t-

Sincerely ¥ urs,

Heybert ¥, Seich-rt

§f the Bue
the Seattl
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ost all othew cunirels vexe relinguished, but zent

¥

SEVen Years.

contyol hog remained with us for 11 long yeazs.,  The mest truet

hae trinled the vost of meat. The price of coffee was moxe than
1

sht, Ouz transit systen faxes hove doubled. The
t labor have doubled. All
ayound him, the fzee eatezprise sysiem Wae nuevalled, but hie has
hod to camyy on,paying all these nrices, under the heel of went
control, (Bee Amcrlcan Legion wacazine for Geplenbeyy W92, page
20, "Is Our Constitution Doomed?)

douvhiled ovex :
gont to the 1andlozrd of maintenance ar
Es

The Juestion ot Hand

The simple question %o be docided gy = owner s
- of a emall percentsge of rental und ¢ porne

and opprators
£ yent controls over a poviod of come

continue under that burden, in spl ) that
of the United Siates has freed then ig simple
Le deetded by the consid Cav : table

fachs.

1. ALl new housing built sfter 1047, all aparitment hotels
auch ag the Treter, Gamlin and foexneliue, 21l motels, all con
and ail }_ﬂ;-;uxy anaptmente are aot under rent control. T}H?Y E
rore than one-half of all the vental sronerties in Seattle, Tt
a majoxity of income provezties have alveady been decontrolled
i4 1e an unfalr discrimination acainst & fow remainiag propertie
{mpose ‘controls upon them, There aye ao controls on hotels o¥
ventals, Thexe never has been an contrel on office ox commexcial
buildings,  The only ones controlled ars the small ﬁgﬁratozg, the
ii4tle felliows, the widows and thoge who have ¢ emall investment in
inceme unite, usually averaging less than © units eacha

2, The policy of oux Federal Congrass has beeo atated scveral
fimes In zeni control lawe, over a perlod of years. as stated in
Chapter 163, Public Law 129, heing the Housing Act of 1947, Title 2,
SGection 201, ' ' '

' H(a) - The Congress reaffirms the declarvation in the Price

Contrel Butension Aot of 19406, that unnecessary ox unduly

praleonged eontrols coer Yents would be inconsistent with

ihe veturn to a peacetime economy and ould tend to prevent

the sttoinment of goals therein declared.

{B) - The GonGrens.. evetore, declares that iv ds its
mroase to terminate S enrilent nracticahle date all
al reetrickions nn rents of housing agooresods :

wzess hag
1059,

in aceordance with the above policy, the Cong

declared tnat rent conitzolg come o an end on September 30,

Seattle f6 not a cxitical defense housing ares. If it is, it

so declared by the federal ¢ vornment, This entize low hos be
i 1 metters not & stafe low nor & local law, Thexe i no

son for the Clty Couneil to keep rent controls on the Cliy
le alonc, and there lg avery good xeasonr why the federal

1 be allowed to i: 1ts ovn course, There are no rent

“q Tacoma, Spokane, Foriland or fos Ange'~3 and as 2 Yesuld

shortaqe of units for rental, To impory rent control
ha , those businesses of thus city and cause

face of hich prices for everything to

Locsl ftaxes have be ratepd trevendously

to the report of the ¥ Rent

reentage vacancy in

R
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of course means that there is no shortage, renardless of vhether
viers of vaeoney ls large ox gmnll. The City of

- hae not impossd any price controle @t all and it Js no
begin during this period of high wages and employment,

3, A great hue and cry is sel up hy the leadexs of a few
oxrganizations, seeking a policy tha® ihey themselves are not
folloving., i'any war workers {ox r-z3ley have come here during a
period of high cmployment, noth tne hushand and wife awe employed
2t high wages, They do not oceupy the choice rental controlled
property. They live in 409 type housing, at quite high pricee.
Those vho have held reont controlled hovsing, have been in these
apartments foxr many yesrs. They ds not intend to give thew up
until rent controls end, Hundreds of those properties, ranging
from. 4 to B yooms, are occupied by one person alone because of rent
sontrols. The Disabled Amexican voterans, (of which I am o life
mowher ), have received soveral ¢ost of living ingreases in thelr
compensation, which has doubled since the war. Host of them axe
ing at good wages, some of them on civil sexvice jobs undex
nreference ratings, Some of them arc in bhusiness fox themaelves.
They profees fo belleve in the American free entexprise system, and
they o not wigh to receive any berefit at the expense of any othex
individunl,

4, There is no reason for lining up one glags of citizen
against another. There 18 no reason for saying to the landlord and
tenant, "Lets you and him fight*, Many fenants axe themselves
1sndlords, Host of them xun businesses, They expect the landlord
+p receive a falr return on t1s investment and on his labox. Of ten
the tenant i far bedter off than the lanalovd. DBut there is one
thing upon which both the landlerd and tenant agree. The landloxd
does not want the trnant to have to lovex hig srandazd of living below
that to which Americens are entitled, we live in a greal prosperous
countyy where over sixty milllon of our oeovle are employed sno
entitled to the goodithings of 1life, 3% is unfair to the tenant an
10T Ne ahould ke vequized to entex his spartment thwsugh dinay
!Zﬂ&i"gh?}ﬁ‘fﬁ hallsy vhere the rugs have baen wo¥n *‘x‘r\.'ﬁ'bmﬁhe oY {}L\'Eﬂnﬂﬁ
over, to an apartment that has not been genovated Tor yeargy and
it & stowe that 3o puew 00 yeare cld. The tenants arc entitled
4o a1l the good sodern §acilities, Under cent contgel they must
fe?ava%é tﬁeifxﬁwn apartments or live in conditions tga&.ara dietastew
1IN ey il 16 > if they pay, the landlerd more money
ta gfﬁvggé %némﬂ s vton brh ihe Jendlawd V1213833 URB

ih pgTier T2

Tnw Lf he recelves payment 7o ony othor fogiiitiss, withaut tha
gonsent of the O.D.A., vhieh 1f alloved, ig gonerally inadeauste fox
ihe murpese. in other words, where housing ig limi }

fo. tenants ghauld e alloved 10

extent, o8 it e,
& “ " 2 Y. I A - FPN N
foxr 1 things to vhieh they are entitle
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fyee fyom burecaucratic contrel, The rontal prices end the vent
canurwl featuxe of the lax is only one item, The U,S.Mews and
vorld Henort of Aucust 18th, 1992, page 7, published by Davié
Lw\xcnce, statent

"Apartment vents ave os Ilkely to decline as to rige.
Concessiong of ten con be had now".

%hot the londlord desires ie the night to manage and opexate his
oroperty in a business«llke way, according to his 01“ rmethods and
based on his own experiences and fox the benafit of hoth himgelf
and h;n tenante,s even thotigh 11 should vesult in 1ead returns,

1% vould e vrong ond unjust te impoge rént conteals on a srall
percentage of ovr ¢itizens esp er1311y vhen a majority in the
rental business axe free fxcm control.

Respectfully submdtted,
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