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REPORT OF COMMITTEE

Mt. President:

.Committee

Your:rox 5

to which was referced the within

would respectfully report that we have consideted the same and tespectfully tecommend that...............ccceeeeecrcmecnunee

CHAIRMAN

CHAIRMAN

2M 1249 L. & H. €O, 6765@
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February 16, 1950

Gentlemen:

The fact that it is done nleans that this is only an
opinion for the future. I think I would like to have
a person such as Ingrid Bergman given a chance. Naybe
you banned the film, "Stromboli" for another reason.

It seems to me that she has been admirable in her
actions too.

Yours truly,




L33 Belmont North
Seattle, WashipefomFs,
0)‘(/ R X
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Seattle City Council
County-City Building

Seattle, Washington




City Council

JOHN S. HARLOW
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1527 SMITH TOWER
SEATTLE 4, WASHINGTON
SENECA 4517

February 14, 1950

neattle, Washington

Gentlemen:

I add my volce to those protesting the banning
of the pilcture "otromboli", and for these reasons:

1.

Ze

The judgment is not based upon defects in-
herent in the picture itsell,

An outrageous precedent is thereby established,
whereby any artistic work may be banned, not
because of defects in the work, but because of
alleged defects in the author or other prinecipal
connected wth the work in question,

Due process has neither been accorded the work
nor the defective prineipal, assuming such
defect exists,

The punishment is hardly in accordance with
the crime.,

The ends sought by the ban will be subverted
rather than achieved,

o condemnation of the gulltiest and most sub-
versive influence in the entire affair has evsn
been suggested

I think you will agree, privately if not publicly,
that the boorish taste of the sSeattle newspapers, and nore
particularly, of the sSeattle Post Intelligencer, has been
the most despicable element in this matiter, Whether Berg-
man herself is another unfortunate Bovary, I 4o not know,

I do know that the sensationalism, the fantastic volume and
prominence ©0f the Bergman stories, each writiten with a hardly
hidden leer, marked ¥ a new low in journalism, If any con-
demning is to be done, there is the target., If any adolescents
have been or will be subverted by this affair, there is the

cause.

I regret to see my city's council urged into action
through the uninformed pressure of certaln groups, and hope
that fair reconsideration is imminengs.




City Counecil - 2

As for the picture itself, in the absence of an opinion
by trained psychiatrists that either it or its showing will
tend to corrupt the morals of our youﬁ’I shall be pleased to
consider otherwise.

Very truly yours,

&Mz« Ao



Honorable Members of the City Councll
City of Seattle, Washington
County-City Building

Seattle 4, Washington

Dear B8irs,

It seems to me that as representatives of the
people of Seattle you have taken on an unlimited amount
of responsibility.

With reference to the so-called Ingrid Bergman
picture, since when dld yoWl as members electe& by the
people as a whole become so salhtly that you take it upon
yourselves to bow to phe whime of an organized group of
hypocrites who call themselves religious. The censorship
board cannot find a flaw in the plcture which is immoral
or claculated to mislead the young into immoral ways.
Nevertheless you take 1t upon yourselves te bar this
pilcture from the Seattle audlences, because of the conduct
of one of the actors in private life,

I wish to volce my protest against thls arbitrary
and pointless restriction dmposed on the freedom of the
people of this city,

Very truly yours,

William M, Dean

February 16, 1950 John Born
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308 E 7vtn
Seastle b
Feb, 15tvh '50

City couneil
514 County-City Bldg.
Seattle, in.

Dear Sirs:

The banning of SIXCGMBULL is unfortunate I think,
for it will omly increase the notoriety that it
already has. If the Bergman affair was a puvlicity
stunt with an eye on the pox office, you are

unwittingly playing into their hands.

Personnally, 1 think your action makes you
appear narrowminded and ungenerous, in
condemming the picture pecause 0of the activities

of the players.

sincerely,

b, ¥ (% T P




1011 E. 71
Seattle 5, Washington
February 15, 1950

Acting Mayor David Levine
County=City Building
Seattle, Washington

Dear Mr, Levine:

I wish to protest strongly against the ban of the moving
picture wstromboli* from all Seattle theaters.

It appears possible that you may not have personally
seen the moving picture. According to reviews which I have read,
there is no more in this movie which would tend to "“corrupt moralsh
and be "offensive to the moral sense" than in many Hollywood
production. Such criticisms are therefore not justified,

It also seems highly doubtful that such a picture would
disturb the "peace and quiet" of this city. Movie patrons may
flock to see the movie because of the publiecity which has been
engendered by the controversy over it, but I have more confidence
in the adult men and women of Seattle than to believe that the
picture would incite them to riot as you evidently maintain,

I realize that you are being deluged with letters such
as this, but I should very much like to obtain a list of the
groups which are agitating against the showing of "Stromboli'
in Seattle, If a personal letter is impossible, perhaps a statement
in the newspapers is feasible,

Sincerely yours,

(’:)’)z""""'/J ozéitoa4/6l b:yéeAﬁkﬂb)

Laurel Weber

RECEIV "~
FEB 16 1950

Mayor's Offi- _



Januéry 15, 1950

Dear Sirs:-

Last night I read with disgust the two lesding papers
of this city.

lhe fact that you people deliberately benned a film,
not because of talent, but becsuse of what went on behind
the scenes, brought about a neuseating feeling.

Why humans behave the way they do is not for other
humans to judge!

The women of the different groups who protested the
actions of Bergman and Rossellini I'm sure can say that
not a single member of their families had never been
touched by sint

If you the acting mayor and you the councilmen are
interested in the morals of your city, you should clean
up the "Stromboli™ actions and sections right here in
this city. I'm sure that if the newspapers could print
what is reallly going on in certain sections many a
mother would be due for a shock, both mentally and
physically!!

What have you prevented by besnning this film%? The
only thing I think has .occurred is that the few who
protested are feeling prettym smug.

I find much comfort in reading the Bible, at least,
God Forgave, where we humans can't. When you and your
councilmen say the Lord's prayer, you should dare to say,
" and Forgive us our Trespasses as we forgive those who
Trespass against us."

Christ forgesve the men who Crucified HIM, HE forgave
the sinnner on the Cross next to Him. He forgave Mary
Magdalen - and we His children cannot, or will not,
forgive Bergman, beceuse she did give birth and was
ready to face the world, reather than to ebort and kill, and
no one would have known the difference except God, and He
would have forgiven her of that I'm positive.

We are a Christisn Nation, then let us teach our
children that we are not to sin but if one of us fall by
the wayside we are to help them back on the road to
Christ, How can we do right by our children when we adult
behave the way we do? What is going to. happen, when
our children grow up, will they follow in our foootsteps?
Is that what we want? We had better think it over before
it is tero late.

Sincerely

God will forgive us all and for that I'm thankful.
RECEIVEL.

FEB 16 1950
Maysr’s Offico 2




Wed. 15, 1950

Seattle City Couneil
County City Building
Seattle, Wash.

Dear Sirs and Madem:

We the following protest your arbritary baring of the motlon picture
"Stromboli" in Seattle.

It is indeed an alarming condition when small minority groups can
place suffiecient pressures on you that they can dietate what we the
publie can or cannot see. The first thing we know you will be baring
Republican or Demoeratic actérs on the same ground-- in faet there is
just no limitp to suech a poli#y. This type of action is just the type
advocated by the communists.

Surely a persons life is their own and should not be eonsiderednin
judging their work.

We urge you to retarn to reality and reconsider this arbritary
decision.

Respectfully yours,
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NickeL RATE Roap

THE NEW YORK. CHICAGD AND ST. LOUIS IRATLROAD COMIPANY’

907 WHITE BUILDING
SEATTLE 1, WASH.

L. M. CURTIN,
GENL. AGENT-TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT

R. B. WALLITNER, ‘
E. P. BAIRD, February 14, 1950

TRAVELING FREIGHT AND PASSENGER AGENTS

-The City Council,
Seattle, Washington.

Gentlemen:

I have learned today of the action of your group
in banning the forthcoming picture "Stromboli.™

I think your action extremely ill-advised and
not within the sphere of your authority.

Barring a picture by reason of its subject mat-
ter is understandable, but barring a picture on account of
the conduct of any of its players appears to me as giving
you a very peculiar jurisdiction.

Why not leave it to the intelligency of the
theater going public in the city of Seattle and allow them
to express their negative opinion of this picture by stay-
ing away from it, which I am sure they would do in droves.

Yours very truly, R

LMC/g :
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February 15, 1950

The City Council,
Seattle, Washington.,

Gentlemen:

I have read of the action of your Council and the Acting Mayor in
banning the motion picture "Stromboli" in Seattle.

It is difficult for me to understand where it is within your province
to prevent the showing of this film in Seattle because of the con-
duct of one of its players. If it was due to the picture itself be-
ing objectionable, this ban could be easily understood, but certainly
any adverse effect on the people has already been felt by the heavy
newspaper coverage given the filming of this picture, and this effect
can be neither corrected or aggravated by its public showing.

I have no interest in seeing this motion picture and feel that this
is a general reaction and one which would have made itself known at
the box office, but I do wonder if you have not gone beyond your
euthority in banning the picture.

Very truly yours,

%{.w R

J. W, Gallagher,
1416 Eest Roy St.,
Seattle 2, Wash,
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February 15, 195C

City Councilil

City of Seattle

City and County Bullding
seattle, Wasnington

Dear 2ire and Mre. Powell:

It 1is not possible to ban motlon pictures
boeoks or magazines on the basis ¢of tne approval
or disapproval of the personal 1lives of the stars
or autaors, Over the years 1t has even proved& of
doubtful feaslibility and value to eensor pictures,
books or magazines on the basis of content. How-
ever, the latter would seem to have more Jjustifi-
cation and has been done to some extent witn
sSpome SUCCess,

In the discussion now current on Stromboll,
it does not seem to me that thls motion pilcture
can be banned with Justlce. Robert Mitchum's
movlies are belng snown and nis personal 1life 1s
no example for impressionable persons to be
acquainted with,

No act of censure against the motion plcture
can keep tane scandal from the public notice or
disvussion as long as newspapers sell on the
street., DSnowlng the picture cannot further in-
fluence tne publlic morals,.

Let the plicture be shown.

Sincerely,
Henrietta Davis
(Mrs. Aubrey, Jr.)

4310 Empire Way
Seattle 38, VWn.




p i 2-14-50
o FEB 15 1950

- Gentlemen,

-

Mayer's Office

I just read with surprise that you have received
requests not to show "Stromboli",

I have never written
a fan letter before in my life, but it is possible that
this could be called such,

: Please do not add to the un-
happiness of Ingrid Bergman by any action on your part,

She is in my opinion and in the opinion of many others
who will probably never advise you of their feelings =
a wonderful woman to go through with it,

Please do not prohibit the showing of "Stromboli".
Thanking you for your attitude, I am,

Yours truly,

Mrs. R. J. Hanley

5815 McKinley Pl., Seattle,Wn,




| THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS ]

Mayor Devin & City Council
County City Bldg.
Seattle, Washington
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