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ANNUAL EHEPORT

OF THE LAW DEPARTVENT OF THE CITY CF
SEATTLE TOR THE YEAR 1944

To the HMayor and City Council of The City of Seabttle:
Gentlemens: Pursuant to Section 16, Article ZXIV of the
City Charter, I herewlth submil{ the agnual report of tho Low
Department for the year ending December 31, 194i..
.

GENERALL ST4

EMENT CF LITIGATION
1. Tebulation of Cases:

The following 1s a general tabulation of suits and other
civil proceedings pending in the Superior, Federal and Appellate
courts during the year 1944

Pending Commenced Eaded dur- Pending

Dece 31, during ing Year  Dsc. 31,
1943 Year 1944 1944 1944
Condemnation suifSecececoccsscssc g 1 5 L
Damages for personal injuries.. 59 58 51 66
Damages other than for
persongl 1njurieS..cecsocccscs Rk 26 21 29
Actions relating to collection
of assessment TOllScceseccosse 1 1 1 1
Injunction suitSeceosccsscsosce 22 2 L 20
Mandamus proceedingSecscccscsces 8 2 2 8
e o2 £
Miscellansous proceedingS.eecces OF 31 L3 55
Tublic service proceedingS.c.... L 0 1 3
Appeals from FPolice Courbtesces. 70 132 113 g9
263 253 241 275
2, Personal Injury Actblons: o Number Amt. Tavolved
Pending December 31, 1943 eevecsocnsocsocs 59 09,790+34%
Commenced since December 31, 1943 escenco 58 3 794697
Total 4 & ® € & ¢ O O & £ @ 6 & O P 8 8 & G O & T G 0 B e e ll? é;élg}?ésﬁSSGBl
Tried and concluded since December .
313 lgzﬂﬂs 00..‘00QG..OU‘OOOOQOOC.@.O.@ﬁ 51 ;;i"»é@géSEOBS
Actions pending December 3L, 1944 cceeceo 66 $915,902.96

These Gabulaetions include a pumber of dormant cassse



0f the personal injury =actions pending Suring the year, 51

)]

involving $460,682.35, were tried and finally disposed of; 21 cases

C

were won outright; in 7 cases, inveolving $55,17L.,07, the plaintiffs
recovered, in the aggregate, $11,809.00. The remeining cases, in-
volving $146,832.28, were settled without trial for $21,020.50,

O0f the 58 personal injury actions begun during the year,
53 involving $602,099°97, are based on alleged accidents occurriag

in connection with the operation of the municipal transit systeme.

3. TDamages Other Than Personal Injuries: Number Amb.Involved
Pending DeCember 31, 1943 wueeeeeeennseeens 24 $162,760.38
Commenced since December 31, 1943 ceocceoan 26 __8,445.05
50 4I7I,205.45
Tried and concluded since December 31,1943. 21 15,603,60
Pending December 3Ly 1944 eeveeocncocoaeaan 29 $155;601983

Of the total of 50 cases involving demeges other than per-
sonal injuries, 21 cases involving $9,143.61 were disposed of during
the year, of which 10 were won outrighto Nine cases involving
$5,749+99 were setiled for §$2,646.95, two cases resulted in verdicts

against the city for $810.00.

Lo Supreme Court:
Seven cases were argued in the State Supreme Court. Four

were won and three lost.

5. Iiiscellaneous Cases:
Three actions were commenced by the City for damsges to
City equipment. Four actions were tried resulting 1ln recoveries
of $1334.02e
| Foué injunction actions were tried and wone
Two mandamus actions were tried and won.

Nine condemnstion actions were filed during 1944 by the United

States Government U0 condemn land for various Federal projects. In



most of these the City was only nominally interested. Twelve were
concluded.

Of Forty-three miscellaneous cases tried, 34 were won by the
department.

Two actions against the Chief of Police and Police Officers
for false arrest and assault were filede. One action for %ld,OO0.00,
filed against the Commissioner of Health, was won.

Eight Habeas Corpus actions growing out of morals ordinance,
were filed, tried and won.

Three hearings rela@ing to dismissals of employees, etc.
were participated in by the department before the Civil Service
Commissione

Sixty-five actions were commenced for the Lighting Department,
involving unpaid 1light and power bills. Oollectioﬁs, including costs,
amounted to $801l.41l. In addition theretoc a considerable amount of
past due accounts were collected without litigatione.

One Hundred and Forty-seven garnishments were answered,

iT
CLATMS 1944

Claims for damages under investigation Number Amb. Tnvolved
December 31’ 19!}—3 @ 2 &6 ¢ 2 0 00 3 OE O© Q@G O G I O O lgs? 5{3230513210010

Claims for damages referred to this
department for investigation December 31,

194—3 tO Eecembef 31, lgz;—ig-oooooo.ocicooeooo 12&25 l,zﬁo509727086
Claims disposed of as follows: Amto. Claimed - Amt, Paid
oo ,
Settled §59 641,351.54 215,712,02
Rejected 674 1,035,962.37

1833 1,677,313.91

Claims pending December 31,
1944 1649 1,824,622.05

(Meny of these last mentioned are dormant)

Twenty-two of above settled claims were in suilt and settled in connec-
tion with Claim Agente.

Amount involved $203
Amount of settlement 24



Number of street railway accident reports investigated

December 31, 1943 to December 31, 1944 Lg511

Number of circulars and letters mailed in connection

with investigation of foregoing claims and reports 12,750
IIT

POLICE COURT

During the yeér'i944 the City Attorney handled some 29,561
cases in the Police Court, resulting in the imposition and collection
of fines and forfeltures in the amouat of $275,326.75,

MUNICTPAT, TRAFFIC COURT

The Municipal Traffic Court was established on April 17,
1944. TFrom April 17 to December 31, 1944, 8?,236 cases were tried,
resulting in fines and forfeitures amounting to $335,180.25,

lire George T. LicGillivray, Assistant Corporation Counsel,

has been assigned to the Traffic Court as City Prosecutor.

Vigorous action on Police Court and Traffic Court appeals
has been taken by this department with the result that at the end of
the year 132 appeals were disposed of. Ia 113 cases convietions and
pleas of gullty were entered. Eight appellants were acquitted and
11 appeals dismissed for fallure to prosecute the appeal diligently.
A total of $11,881.20 in fines and forfeitures, in addition to jail
sentences in many cases, was collected by this department and trans-
mitted to the City Treasurer. Police Officer H. T. Johnson was, at
our speclal request, continued on detail by the Chief of Police to
assist in the service of process, commitment of defendants, etc. His
work is of invaluable assistance to the department.

lir. Chas. L., Conley, Assistant Corporation Counsel, has been
assigned to handle this appeal work, which consumes almost his entire
timeo

IV
QPINIOIS
During the year, in addition to innumerable conferences with

City officials concerning municipal affairs, of which no formal record
S & 9

-l o



is kept, this department rendered 45 written legal opinions upon
various gquestions submitted by the several departments of City
governmente
v
ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND MISCELLANEQUS

The members of the City Council aﬁd the Mayor have from
time to time requested this department to prepare, during the period
of this report, 300 ordinances and resolutions.

During the year 810 bonds of officials, bidders, contractors,
depositafies and others were examined and approved, totaling
$21,823,051.64

A% the regquest of the City Council we prepared 3 resolutions
submitting charter amendments.

Particular matters of interest are as follows:

City vse. Westbern Union Telegraph Company, and City vs.
Postal Telegraph Company, referred to in the 1943 report, were con=-
solidated for argument in the Supreme Court, heard in September,
1944, and decided November 27, 1944 (121 Wash, Decs 801). The
judgment of the lower court was affirmed, the Supreme Court holding
that the Act of March 28, 1890 (Sec. 11352 Rem. Rev. Stat.) was a
grant to telegraph companies of & perpetual franchisé over the
streets of the city if the companies had lines and an established
business in the c¢ity when the Act was passed. The Supreme Court
interpreted the consent provisioans of the sta@uts as prospective and
not affecting companies then operating. Both these companies had
telegraph offices and lines within the city at the time.

CONCLUSION

The 1944 Budget Allowanée of the Law Department was $71,195.
A substantial saving was again effectuated byrleaving positions vacated
by military leave unfilled as long as possible. The shortage of per=-
sonnel precludes the usual review of unusual cases, except the one

above referred 4to.



The fact that the department functloned so effectively as
is ipndicated in this report, and with the savings referred to,

under war conditions, is a tribube to the industry, efficiency and

loyalty of the personnele
Respectfully submitted,

AE ) e flie,

A. C. VAN SCELEN
Corporation Couasel

Merch 31, 1945
ACV:FF



