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Janvary 18, 1944.

Re: "Little May Act™.

Mr. Wm. L. Horton, Chairman,
Public. Safety Committees,
City Counecil,

Seattle, Washington.

Dear Sir:

You have transmitted copy of report of the Chief of
Police to the Mayor (Comptrollerts File No. 179594), relating
to his efforts to control the venereal disease problem.
Attached is form of ordinance referred to as the "Little May
Act® which the Chief recommends be enacted after remodeling
to conform to local law and practice. TIncluded is letter
from the Mayor of January 12, 1944, recommending enactment,
subject to such Ychanges™ as the Chief of Police and the
Corporation Counsel may deem necessary. You specifically ask
us "whether or not there are sufficient laws in effect now to
control venereal disease without enacting the proposed 'Little
May Acb.t?

”Arrests are now made and prosecutions had in connec-
tion with the venereal disease problem under Ordinance No.
16046, Seetion 1, which provides in part as follows:

"Tt shall be unlawful for any person to be gullty
of * ¥ * gjisorderly conduct * * * or to be guilty of
any indecent or immoral act, practice or conduct
tending to debauch the public morals.®

Whether said law is sufficient is a policy question
addressed to the City Council. It may well be that the making
of arrests, and particularly the drawing of criminal complaints,
will be facilitated by an ordinance such as the "Little May
Act", which prohibits in detail acts of prostitution, fornica-
tion, assignation and other lewd or indecent acts, and the aid-
ing or abetting of the same. Such is evidently the view of the
Chief of Police, concurred in by the Mayor. We have no reason
to differ with the view that the proposed "Little May Aci™ may
be beneficial from a law enforcement standpoint.
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LAW DEPARTMENT—THE CITY OF SEATTLE

Mr. Wm. L. Norton. #2. January 18, 1944.

As to the Mayor's suggestion that the Chief of Police
and this office be consulted upon "changes" to be made in the
form of ordinance transmitted by the Chief of Police, you are
advised that the Chief and the Municipal Judge have been con-
sulted and the necessary changes to conform the proposed ordi-
nance to local law and practice have already been made and are
contained in the draft transmitted to your Committee under
date January 10, 1944.

Comptroller's File No. 179594 is herewith returaed.

Very truly yours,

A. C. VAN SOELEN,
ACV:AP Corporation Counsel.
Enec.
GC - Mayor.
Chief of Police.




Jenuary 17, 19ldy

Hon. A. C. Van Soelen
Oorporetion Counsel
Oity of Seatile
Degar Birs

1 em forwarding herewith File Ho. 179594, being copy
of report to Heyor Devin from the Ghief of FPolice relating
o means fof better control of the venersal disesse preblem,
with the request that you inform me whether or mot there are
gufficient lews in sffoct now o coubtrol venereal dissase

without enacting the proposed "Little ¥ay Acot”.

Yours very btruly,

¥m. L. Horion

WCH:TW
Att.
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MAYOR’'S OFFICE
SEATTLE

WILLIAM F. DEVIN

Hon. Frank MoCaffrey, Acting Chairman
Public Safety Commit

The City Council

Ssattle, Washington

Dear Franlk:

In reply to your letter of Janbary 11,

it is my recommendation that the Chief of Dclﬁ@e
ba given such =@gzslok1cn as 1z necessary adequate
to suppress and control vice and venereal disease.

As you will notice, in this recommenda-
tion from the Chief of P@llﬁe@ he recommends that
the "Little May Act” be remodeled to coincide with
our situation. Therefore, I would recommend that
the Chief of Police and the Corporation Ccunsel be
consulted upon the changes to be made in this
ordinance, and that it then be enacted.

Sincerely yours,

WED--O

[
~0




P POLICE DEPARTMENT P
)4 City of Qesttle Washingten I

December 17, 1943

Mayor Williem F, Devin .
County-City Building
Seattle, Washingten

Dear Sirs

At a meeting held in the hayor” Office on December 1Lth, attended
by the City Council and heads of various departments interested in venereal
cisease contrel, the mayor asked the Chief of Police to submit a report on
contemplated means for better control of the veneresl disease problem.

intewest@d in the
eached -that .
of this in-
e present

L

=

¢

T Peparts TromAtbe ealth officials and from
problem of venereal disease control, the conelusion h 8
organized houses of prostitution were the most prolific source
fection. This being true it can be assumed that this i th
problem as there is no indication that any such houses of prostitution are now
in operation in the City of Seattle. It has been [anj months sinee anything
approaching the proportion of a district has been tolerated in Sesttle.
Organized houses of assignation were closed by the prosecution of the operators
and the inmates and alsc by abatement proceedings against the property.

rC

I believe tha+ persons representing organized prosfltutlon have
learned that it is possible for the D071ce Department to keep them out of
business, and with the exception of a very limited and transient operation
which might flare up from time 1o time, organized prostitution has left the
city. It has been intimated that there mey be in operation carefully conducted
houses of prostitution denying admission to men of the Armed Services. Tuis
presumption is in error. - The houses with purely civilian patronage present a
much less problem than one catering to men in uniform as they are easier 1o
locate and present a simpler problem in gathering evidence for prosecution.
The possibility of such houses has been carefully investigated and none found
to be in operation. The following appear to be our mein problem in connection
with this matter.

1. The Street Walker. The street walker is primarily a problem ior
the beat patrolman and can be held to = mlnlmmm.by the alert pollce officer.
Prowler ecar officers may be of &ESl stance in apprehending this type of viola-
tlon. The persistent street walker, of course, will require action by plain-
clothes men who alleow themoelves to be solicited. and thus cobtain ev1dence tor
prosecution.. :

e Call Girl. Call glrls we find are in two general ClWSGGS, namely,
those who maintain a room in a hotel and entertain in their room or go to other
rooms at the instigation of the bellhop or those cutside of the hotel who are
called in by the bellhops for the tenants of the hotel. Both type of call girls
create a distressing problem. They must be aunreh@nded by the M"Sguad” at an

xpenditure of considerable time and money. It is necessary for at least two
plain-clothes men to rent a2 room and establish relations with the procurer oy
the purchase of liquor or some other ruse. It has been our experience that the
cost is from $25.80 to $50.0C and some three to six hours of the officers' iime
in procuring evidence necessary. for the convieticon of each of these girks,
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December 17, 1943

R I have r.l th@ overmromded condltlons‘:
‘ 0? ‘the City Jaile utman and L havp spent manv hours in search of 2
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