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OF THE T o THE
SEATTLE VEAR 1942
To the Mavor and City Council of The City of 3

Pursuent to Section 16,

Charter, I subomit The annual repo
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December 31, 194Z.
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during the vear 1842y
Pending Commenced Ended dur- Fending
Tec. 31, during ing Year Dec. 31,
1941 Vear 1042 1942 1942
Condemmation sUilSeeesocs 6 3 2 7
Damages for personal
InjuriceScesoessscancss €5 51 56 g0
Damages other than for
personal InjurieScsse. 25 22 20 25
sctions relating to col~
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were won outrizht; in 3 cases, involving $26,384.00, the plaintiffs

0f the 51 personal injury actions begun during the year, 38
involving $586,795.34, =re based on a2llezed accidents cccurring ir

3. Damazes Other Than Personsl Injuries

s

Number Amt. Involved

it

Pending December 31, 1041l cveeenseceonnnees 23 T 164,792.88
Commenced since December 31, 1041 .u0eeesen 22 13,176 .41

Totaleeeceosocesnsacosonsssscnnonna 45 $ 0 177,989.29
Tried and concluded since TDecember 51, 1941 20 28,406 .33
Pending December 3L, 1042.cvesscccscnsosee 25 159,562.96

injuries, 20 cases involving 28,406 .33 were Gisposed of during the
vear, of which 135 were won or settled and 7 lost. The losses aggre-

4. Supreme Courte

t':l

tight cases were argued in the State Supreme Cours. Tive
were won Dy the City, three lost.

LT q .
O. Iiiscellaneous Casese

=

Three zctlons were commenced a:

police officers for $51,650.00 for ¥false arrest.” One sction was
commenced against a bus driver for %5,000.00 for assault.

Tive acltions wers commenced by the City for damages to City

BEight injunction actions were tried; 7 were won and 1 1ost.
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these the City was only nominelly interested.
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Of Thirty-seven miscellaneous cases trled, 21 were won by the

participated in by the department befors

Seventeen actions were commnenced I

amounted to $512.77. TIn addition thereto z considerable amount of

.\

vast due accounts were collected without litigation.

One hundred eight gernlishwments were answered.

TT

CLATHS 1942

Iumber Amt. Involved
laims for damazes under investization -
ec. 51? 194’:1.0...'!0'0'OOQCQCGQOCQ.'C.' 1’94:6

Glaims for damages referred to this

department for investigation Dec. 31

194_‘:1 to DeCa 51, lg‘ézvtot.cccﬁtitl'lOCOﬂ 1,151 —’305 072 2
Cleims disposed of

as folliowss Jmt. Clalmed Amt. Paid

ettl 637 d 399,641.98 & 81,109.98
Rejected 839 867,427 .00
1,276 51,267,068.98

Claims Pending Vumber  Amt. Involved
DeCm 51’1 19‘/}:2000000000ooouoc.no-nceotﬂt 1’801 r(‘l;“; 3940,461086

Twenty-eight of above settle
conjunction with Cleim Agent

Amount Involved & 233,704,76
Lmount of Settlement 30,132+55
Number of street railway accident reports investigated
Dece 31, 1941, o Dec. 31, 1942 .csccecescesscscccaconcsons 4,249

Number of circulars and letters mailed in connection
with investization of foregoing claims and reports...... 13,389
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POLICE COURT PROSECUTIONS AND APPEATLS

end the fines and forfeitures Iincresased $93,743.50.

This number of police court prosecutions results in a con-
siderable number of appeals to the Superior Court DY persons con-
victed. It has been necessary to continue an Assistant Corporation

Counsel (Mr. McGillivray) in the handling of this anpeal work.

rorous action on th

O]

se appeals hzs Dbeen taken by this de-

partment, although the law places the burden on the appellant, with
the result that at the end of the yeer 101 police court aoppneals were

o

In 35 cases convictions and pleas of zullty were entered.
Only one appellant was acguitted. 4 total of $2,471.00 in fines and
forfeitures, in additicn to jail sentences in many cases, was collected
by this department and transmitted to the City Treasurer. Police
Officer . T. Johnson was, at our reguest, detaliled on a part-time
process,

commitment of defendants, etc. His work was of great assistance

court sppeals,
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Turing the year, in addition To innumerable conferencss with
City officials concerning municipal affairs, of which no formal



record 1s kept, this department rendered 692 written legal opinions

upon various questions submitted by the several departments of Cilty

government.
v
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The members of the City Council and the layor have from time

t0 time reguested this depzrbument To prevare, during the period of
this report, 457 ordinances and resolutions.
During the year 760 bonds of officials, pidders, contractors,

depositaries and others were examined and zpproved, totaling
$37,089,915.63. Nine depositary bonds of banking houses, amounting
to $15,650,000.00, were exesmined and approved.

AT the request of the City Council we prepared one resolution

are as followss
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of judgments in Armory Way Condemnation, aggregatving approximately

%178,000,00., The lower court decided on the merits that the judzments

Gid not constitube o debt of the city end were valld. The Supresme
oroceedings on the ground that it
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(2nd) 107.

on appeal. Mandamus To compel
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ity Comptroller =nd the City Treasurer To Dpay ocutstanding stree

reilwsy speclal fund oonds and Warrants.
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The tTrizal court (Juage deskim) nad granted Tthe prayer of The

complaint. The Supreme Court reversed, nolding that mandamus did not

ion 28 such, brouzght the action To enjoin

on t0 the exclusion of "detaileat

The Supreme Court reversed the trial court, on the ground tha®
2 [ws]

TUHR vsSe SBELATTIE, 115 Wesh. Dec. 4£31.
T 4 2 am ol damaco - S wre - - N 7 £
This case involved damages To private oDroper by reason of
en earthslide from Shelby Street west Lo Eastlake Avenue. 3Shelby

fact thaet the City for = number of vears had permitfed promiscuous
dumping of sarth on Shelby Street, the Supreme Court in effect held

This case involved the consbtruction of a contract entered
into in 1917 betwesn the City and the Worthern Pacific Rallwey Coum-

. - . o o

pany With reference to the construction and reconstruction of the

Rridzes.
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Both the trizal court and the Supreme Court construed the
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to tihae recon-

that the contract d4id not apply to the 3outh aporocach to the bridge
end that the company as to the North approach was only liable to
~onr R N e dte ionT  waw anmo v 19 - el amaim T N A
pey 1tus snzre over Cs rizgnt o0& w&ay, anG nall ol suci amounys wiae
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1941, the Supreme Court, on i1ts own motlon, set the czsge Ior

argument en banc on January 7, 1942. Arfter the argument en danc

__.LLJ
end that upon a resale of %the property to a private purchaser he must

thie assessments are

n

talke the title subject To such =ssessments unles

sh, Dec. To. 6, P. 262,
entered by the trial court on December

.

htine from the bus when she stepped in a

1L f LT

oroperty during the period when the title thereto is held by the County



Lccording to the testimony, the bus <dld not have a regular
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1. That, as a common carrisr, the Cit

the sgme hi

Cityts duby to select 2 safe plsce to stop ites vehicle, whether 1t was

vlace or not, if it was one at wnich a passenger was

expressly or impliedly invited to alight.

2. A passenger alighting from a comuon carrisr is obliged o

exercise only ordinary or reasonable care for her own salfety and

vicusly dangerous.
- s waoo s P U . N -
3. Pleintiff nad the right to assume that The CLiTy was Cls
charzing her =t 2 reasonably safe place and it was not contr iputory
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wos SO open snd obvious as to challenze The atte

orudent person similarly situsted. The Supreme Court held

was no evidence of contributory nezligence on the part of
L1FF and that it was reversible error for the trizl court to give

4. The trial court zlso gave an instruction on unavoidable

sccident. The plaintiff contended that there was no evidence ©oO

justify such an instruction snd that it was error to zgilve 1t, out
e Smreme Sourt held that the trial court did not err in zlving
Crne sunreme ooUrT oLl Ce T The Trlia cCouUurT 4l nov err 1 Z ing

The case was reversed and remanded for a new trisl solely be-

csuse of the instruction on coantributory neglizence.
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We filed brief on benelf of fifteen cities in the Supreume
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ntinz to the Court the contention that the Department
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ARTAUR G. SUlTH vs. BARTD WITLIXIN, et a2l., Hing County
Superior Court Cauvse No. 334174.

Smith, a2 cock In the Police Department, brought sult =

The Bozrd of Police Pensicn Fund Commissionsrs and the Board of

T

the Employees Retlirement System for = declara-

nent as to his rights to participate in one of the two

Ry

Tfunds. The Police Pension Board answered that it hed enacted a
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rule in 19338 whereby meumbership in the Police P

right to epply For membershnip in the Employees Retirement System.

There was no appezl.
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ST T T T
DERTICE

Estate of (Clifford T. Rawlings, who wmet hnls death under the whneel

of 2 Rainier Avenue trolley coach at Rainier Avenue and Genesee 3Street.

The deceased, Wno was thirty-one years of ace, attempted To board the coach

on Tthe
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rezr whneel of the cozch ran upon nim and czame to rest on hls vody.

Tt was left in thet position for nalf an hour or wWore until 1t weas

Plaintiff contended, first, that the City was negligent in
maintaining the bus standard in such a location that deceased tripped

coach from deceased!s body. Plaintiff asked for 535, 275.00.
After the case was assicned 5o a department for trial, but
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eonsal to the Supreme Court but did not perfect the same, and

sfterward avandoned it when the Council repealed Ordinances T

inance No. 71881, im-

posing 2 penalty on playing Bindecentt! etc. music on mechanical
wmusical machines or using the same for zembling, end also enacted
Ordinance o. 71909, imposing a license fee of &7.50 for each mech-
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neriocr Court
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setion to restrain the City from enforcement oI the anti-

cambling ordinsance acainst slot machines in cluds, on the theory

that the State authorized such operation bY Chepter 118, Reme. ReV.

2) of the Laws of 1937, which wmade 1t & felony

for anyone to operate slot mechines except in clubs. The City

ordinance Drohibits such operation. Tne Cityfs contention was that

the State act does not autnorize slot machines in clubs, at least where

fore the City ordinance pronibiting
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chiblt them, an
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The csse was heard and argued before Judge Meakim in Jctober,
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been decided con December 313Te.

The 1942 Budget of the Law Department was $84,920.00, of wvirich

some $7,753.87 was unexpended. This is the lergest amount and perce
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positions vacated by military leave =2nd one resignation uniilled as
lonz as possible. Also, a2 drop in fthe volume of litigation dropped

The fact that the devartment was able to function so
ectively, as is indicated in this report, and with the savings

indicated, is a tribute to the industry, efficiency and loyalty

Resvectfully submitted,

B-C ) Sl

A. u. A T SOELEN
Corporation Counsel.



