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November 0, 1942

W Jor Waltor O Best, .
1121 Post Street, R
-Seattle, Washingtons

Deay Sirs

: It has been sugzzested by Mrs Kirby Torremes of the Civilian-
Provection Division that I comtact you in regard to the Auxillary Fire
Fightors egeisting the 0ity of Seatile in destroying old shacks which
have been ercoted by transients in various parts of the towne P

For your information, the City has had quite a problem on its
hands, perticularly in regerd to persouns building unauthorized shacks on
veornt property in certain sections of the oitys This oreated a sorious
hoalth menace end fire hagard and for gomebime now the olity has besn prads

vally retting rid of theso plecoss

' However, due to the ontbreak of the war which placed an addi«
tional burden on our Fire Department, end the faot thet wo have had & long
dry epell in this oity, Lthore are several shacks ebout town which have nét

been destroyeds -

Membors of the Fublic Safeby Oummittee suggested that pussibly
the Auxiiiary Fire Fighters would be interosted in burning thege.places

‘down for practics, and at the same time they would be- doing a good Jjob for o

the City of Seattles

If it will be possible for ths luxiliary Firenen to bumm theso
places for the oity 1 would suggest that you got in toudh.with Mre Allen
Bubtler in the Health Department, who is charged with destruction of these

. 11lagal shacks, end Chief Fitggerald of the Fire Donartuments Both of thess
‘parties have been contaoted and are in apparent agrecmont with this method
of disposing of theso placed,
: Ba

1 would appreviate your Jetting me know, at your gonvanlenod,
whether you think arrangencnts might be made t

bura.thess shacks, It would give them an oppo
they have roool veds

rbuaity to apply the treining

Vory Lruly yours,

Yitte L¢ Horton
woh

o have the Auxiliary Flremen
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The City of Seattle

WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH AND SANITATION

FRANK M. CARROL L. M.D.. COMMISSIORER OF HEALTH

October 31, 1942.

Nr., Williem L. Norton,

Chairman of Public Safety Committee,
gounty - City Building,

Seattle, Washington.

Dear Sir:

Replying to your communication of Qctober 27,
will say that there are shacks in various parts of the
city, whioh have not all been demolished. This work of
demolition was discontinued last April, when the Chief
of the Fire Department advised this depariment and your
committee that he could no longer spere equipment for
burning such shacks. At that time he also agreed that
he would make an effort io have the suxiliary fire fight-
ing orew engage in this work.

This department has burned or caused Gto be
razed a total of six hundred thirty-three shacks. The
Port Commission razed approximately four hundred twenty
on the site, vinich was known as “Hooverville®. The U.S.
Navy disposed of approximately ninety shacks in the In-
terbay area and the (Coast Guard--we are informed-~de~
gstroyed or caused to he moved approximately rour hundred
along the Duwamish water way,.

Lech week we find & number of small shelters
being erected around our garbage fills. As soon as we
find them they are destroyed. There are & number of
shacks which we have vacated, especially those in "Louis-
ville", which should be burned. Now that the dangerous
summer fire season is over, perhaps the Tire department

can again help us in this work.

frank k. Carroll, MM.D.,
commissioner of Health.

B:K
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iN RE:

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

THE CITY OF SEATTLE

CHARLES C. HUGHES
SUPERINTENDXNT
MEMBER, BOARR OF PUBLIC WORKS

Shaocks

November 2, 1942,

Hon. W. L. Norton, Chairman,
Public Safety committee

of the City Council,
Seattle, Washington.

Dear Sir:

We have your letter of October 27th, inquiring
as to whether .or not all shacks in the various parts of the
City have been demolished. I believe we are safe in saying

that some still exist.

Oon Merch 26th you wrote to the Commissioner of
Health, in relation to File No. 169237, and in this communi-
cation you stated that your committee had made a certain
vecommendation. This was, in short, that representatives of
the Health, Fire,.Police and puilding Departments Torm a com-
mittee and take action, for the purpose of eliminating shacks
throughout the City. Mr. Butler of the Health Department was
made the leader of this committee, and was instrumental in
elimineting many of the shacks. We are leaving it to his
department to make a full progress report 0 you.

Very truly yours,

Q

N 4
Cras. C. Hughes,
Superintendent of uildings.

i
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Shaoks

November 2, L948.

Hon. W, L. Nortom, Chalrman,
. Publio Safety Coumlttee

of the City Counoil,

- seattle, Washington.

ﬂ‘“?:&iﬁg
: we have your letter of Ootober 27th, inquiring
as to whether or not all shacks in the various parts of the

Oity have been demolished. I believe we are safe in ssying
that some still exist, =

. On Marol 26th you wrote to the (Commissioney of
Fealth, in relation to ¥ile No. 169237, and in this oommunis~
cation you stated that your conmittee had made a certain '
roccamendation. This was, in short, that representatives of

~ the Health, Fire, Policé and Bullding Departments form a com=-
mittee and take aotion, for the purpose of eliminating shacke
throughout the City. Ur. Butler of the Health Department was
made the ileader of this commnittee, and was instrumental in
eliminating many of the shacks, We are leaving it to his
department to make & full progress report %o you. :

Very truly yours,

Ches, Ce Hughes,
Superiotendent of Bulldings.

b i e 15

*INIWNDO0Ad 3HL 40 ALITVND 3HL OL 3NGg $1 L

3I31LON S[H.L NVHL ;_HVB'ID S$S31 Si 3INVYHS SiHL NI INIWND0A IHL 4l



AT

Ootober 27, 1912

‘3OLLON

Mre Ohagy Oe Hughes
Supsrintendent of Buudingu
City of eatile
.ﬁrg’ }?s Me Carroll .
Comnd wsioner of Health
City of Seatile
Genﬁlmem
‘The Publdo Snfc‘by Comnitiee would appreciste receiving
- e roporb from you as to whether or nmot all the shacks in

~the various parts of the eity have now boen demolisheds An

cimnediste reply will bo appreolinted,
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Yours very truly,

W, Le Horbon b
Wty -
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The City of Seaitle

WABHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH AND SANITATION

FAANX M. CARROLL, M, D., COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH

April 9, 1948,

Honorable City Gouncil,
County - City Bullding,
Sagttle, washingiol.

Gentlemens:

{n or sbout April 26, 1941, the City Council hed un-
dey congideration File No,., 168237, concernlﬂg shack elimination.
At that time a commities was dD)Olﬂted consisting of a repras-
antative from the Tealih, Fire, Bullding, and Police Departments,

t0 take what sction might be necessary in removing these shacks.

Since that time we have hurnod or cagused to be ramoved
gbout six hundred of these sub-standard dwelling places, At ths
present time we have about seventy-five vacant shacks which
© should be destroyed by burning.

Chief Fitzgerald of ths Ilre Department has informed
Mre Butlar, who has acted as chawrman of the committee appointed
that the Fire Department cannot assist in any more burning oper-
ations, because thers is no fire fighting anulpment that can be
spared for such purposes.

The shacks that are now vacant will soon be reocccupied,
i £ they are not destroyed, and these seventy-five with others
which will soon be vacant, are a potenvial health and fire hazard
and a disgrace Lo the citye.

We reguest that your honorable body consider this ques-
tion and instruct the shack committee as to what scbion they

should now bLake,
ﬁégfzgibjjgly Yours,

Erank M, Carroll, M. D.,
Commissioner of Health.

B:X
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