The City of Seattle--Legislative Department

MR. PRESIDENT: Date Reported

. and Adopted
Your Committee on Judiciery b X

to which was referred :
File No. 1735L8, Protest of Women's Int'l. League for Peace and

Freedom, et al, sgainst race discrimination by hotels,

recommends that the same be placed on file.

Committee
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March 30, 1942

Mps—F—F—Powell
County-City Bldg.
ceattle

Deer—iirs.—PowelIi-

I am addressing this letter to you, because I know
of your sympathy and help in other matters of importance to-
the people of our eity. The Women's International League for
Peace and Freedom has long been disturbed because Seattle 1is
one of the cities whose hotels discriminate against individu=-.
als of other races, particularly the negro. Last week, we read:
that Roland Hayes, here because thousands of people want to pay
money to hear him sing, could not stay in a Seattle hotel unless
he stayed in his room, used a freight entrance, had no visitors
except in his room, etc.

The city licenses the hotels here, they are supposed
to operate under city ordinances. Why is such a condition tol-
erated? Cannot the city council do something to prevent Seattle
getting such bad publicity as comes from this forcing of Roland
Hayes to stay in a private home if he is to be treated as a cit-
izen of the United States should be treated? It is not only- in
this country that unfavorable publicity is aroused, but it pro-
vides marvelous ammunition to Germeny, for instance, which re-
counts the tale of American lynchlnps, injustices and discrimi-
nations as Jjustification for itself and evidence of hypocrisy
in us in our condemnation of their treatment of the Jews, :

Pearl Buck, in a letter to the New York Times, Sald~~v
recently that we shall have to decide whether we are--or want to
be--a democracy. If sur decision is in favor of democracy, then
we must cease having a subject race--the negro, and give full
freedom and respect to every individual, whatever the eQlor of
his skin. Here, certainly, is one place where the City Council,
the Hotel Association and the people of Seattle can demonstrate
that they really want a democratic country, with freedom and
Justice for all.

Will you see that this letter is present%to the

beows ] Monei

Mlnorltles Chairman,

Council?

Sincerely,

Women's International League

for

i g‘wj 73%/ : Peace and Freedom
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