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City Councilwomen
City of Seattle
County-City Building
Seattle, Washington

Dear lirs. Powell:

Under date of March 4, 1941, we submitted to the City Council the results of our
survey of shacks in the City of Seattle, together with the following recommendations:

(1) That none of the present occupants of shacks be forced to vacate
at the present time.

(2) That as soon, however, as any shack is no longer inhabited by its
present occupants, the proper departments of the City be author-
ized and directed to demolish it.

(3) That the proper departments of the City be authorized and directed
to demolish immediately all presently vacant shacks.,

Thet these departments be authorized and directed to prevent the
building of any additional shacks in the City of Seattle.

That notices of these intentions of the City be given to all
occupants of shecks, and public notices posted in concentrated
and other shack areas.

Following the above report end at your request, representatives of several
private social welfare agencies and public departments met with you and other members
of the City Council to discuss the possibility of hastening the objective outlined
under recommendation INo. 2, above, At the meeting, because it appeared that this
vacating of shacks might be accelerated by municipal notices to vacate at specified
times, the represented agencies offered to extend their services under the super-
vision of the Seattle Housing Authority to those shack occupants who were given
notice to vacate. This offer was made with the understanding that the legal aspects
of the situation would be officially initiated and completed by the City before the
services by social agencies to shack dwellers who wished assistance in relocating
could be instituted.

The function of the social agencies is necessarily limited to direct services to
specific individuals and can be offered only after the legal steps have been taken by
the City or one of its designated departments; nemely, the posting of notices to
vacate, and the determination of the date on which specific shacks are to be vacated.
Upon official information by the City, or through one of its designated departments,
that this legal action has been taken, social agencies under the supervision of the
Seattle Housing Authority would then offer their services directly to those shack
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dwellers who wished assistance in finding other living quarters.

The Seattle Housing Authority is willing to serve in an advisory capacity if
called upon, concerning the determination of the order in which shacks are to be
vacated, so that the legal steps to be taken by the City will be effectively co-
ordinated with the capacity of the social agencies to offer their services Lo the
individuals who may wish to have such services in finding other living quarters.

The services of the public and private social agencies which will work under the
supervision of the Seattle Housing Authority are offered %o the City Council as a sup-
plementary activity to the legal action which the City may wish to take with respect
to the shacktown problem. In those instences where the programs of the social agen-
cies are not broad enough to cope with any particular relocation problem, the solution
must necessarily be found elsewhere.

This proposal is concurred in by the Seattle Welfare Council, King County Welfare
Department, Family Society of Seattle, and Travelers Aid Society.

Sincerely yours,

o

Jesge Epstein
Executive Director




