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V:AM 3-30-32

ANNUAL BREPORT

OF THE LAW DEPARTME F THE CITY CF SEATTIE

TO THE WAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SZATTLE:

Pursusnt to Section 16, Article XXIV, of the Clty Char-

ter, I herewith submit the anmual report of the Law Department
for the vear ending December 31st, 193l.

GENDRAL STATEMENT OF LITIGATION
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1, Tebulation o
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Pending Commenced Ended dur- Pending
Dec.31, during 1ing Year Dec.31,
1930 Year 1931 1931 1931
Condemmation Sulits o « « o o o 21 13 16 i8
Condemation 3ults, Supple-
me0f8TT o o e o = o s s e e 4 13 8 11
Dameges for Perscnal Injuries. 121 94 g1 124

Damages other than Personal
Injuries « o o o o o o

Actions relating to collection

of Assessment Rolls « o o 2 ! 2 C
Injunction Suits s ¢ o o o o o 23 g 13 17
Mendamus Procecdings o ¢ o o o 12 1 7 6
Miscellaneous proceedings . 76 a2 63 85
Public Service Proceedings . « 1 0 0 1
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2. Personal Injury Actlons:

umber Anmt., Involved

Pending December 31, 1930 o « « » - 121  $1,268,346.40
Commenced since December 31, 1930 . g4 1,059,143,.,75

Tetal ® & @ L ® L4 ® @ L @ ° @ L] & 2}.5 @2, 527,4’90 .15

Tried and conciudsd since Dec. 3L,
1950 & 2 @ o e [3 e ] © & ® L4 (-4 (-4 91
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23,749,531
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Actions pending December 31, 1931 . 124  31,193,740.84

Cf the personal injury actions pending in the department

during the year, ninety-one, involving $1,123,749.31
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year., Fifty-one of these 0gses resul®
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end finally disposed oZf, as égainst eldn ty-1v
ed in Judgments in faveor of

the City, and in the remaining forty cases there were recoveries

eggregating $93,340.50, which is eight and thres-tenths ver cent.

of the aggregate damages clalimed.

Q
leged accidents occurring in connection with the operation of Tthe

municipal streset rallway systene

3. Damages other than Personal Injuries:

[o1]

Number Amt. Involve

Pending December 31, 1930 . . . . & 71 $ 221,977,.,10

Commenced since December 31, 1930 . 63 180,829.686

i

Total < @ L] L) & L - o L4 e ° L L4 ® 154—; é:; 452, 806'70

Tried and concluded since Dec. 31,

1950 L3 AO L2 L © s @ L3 L3 2 @ @ e © 59 164._.@ 809’22
Pending Decewber 31, 1931 ¢ o « o » 75 $ 327,997.54

Of the toital of one huundred thirty-four cases involving
s other than personal injuries, fifty-nine cases, involving

e
$104,809.22, were disposed of during the yvear. In thirty-five
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remaining twenty-four cases, judgments were entered agsinst

Q

ity in the aggregate amount of $17,204.72.
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4, Hiscellaneous Cases:

Four scitions were commenced against police officers for

b

I

or false arresd, slander, etec. In These actlons thls

ot

%51,500.00
de partnenu was authorized by ordinance to defend szid officers.

0f sixty-three miscellaneous cases tried, all were won by
the department, except two.

Seven hearings were conducted by tbe Department before

the Civil Service Commission, in waich two decisions were rendersd
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by the Commissioc

B

sustaining dismissal of the employees from ser-
vice. IReinstatement was ordered in five cases.
One hundred fif1

ghting Departoment

L

siderabls number of past due accounts was eifected without litiga-

electric current that theilr accounts had been turmed over %o this
de@artment Tor collectlon, or that the removel of merchandise
i 3 - R

purchased on condltional sale from the City and out of the juris-
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to both c¢civil and crim-~
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This department has commenced numerocus actions for the
gbatement of buildings on private property, on the ground that
they are public nuisances., These cases:are becoming increasingly

numerous, aund while gulite effective, consume a great amount of

We Teel that comment on individual cases and problems

the department and many detalls heretofore included in the
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annual renors

I

nay be dispensed with. It seems appropriate, how-

ever, to refer to three matiters of unusual magnitude,
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The Qurora Aveﬁue, et 21, condemnation case, under Ordi-
nance oe. 2971 embracing the exbtensive north and south ap]
and connecti ng laterals to the George Tashington Eemoriél Bridge,
was filed November 18, 1930. Trial commenced lay 4th and was con-

cluded June 8, 1931, There were 718 awards of tThe Jury, agsregat-
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esponse to public demend this matter was
pushed with the utmost spsed and was concluded in less Than seven
months, which is an all-time record for a condemmation ease of
this maenlz'de

Another unusuzal case was that brought by the City against
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lic
demand that logging operations in the uppexr Cedar Hiver watershed

cease, if it were possible that such an object could be consummat-

ed by court action. The Company defended its operations by plead-

ing the counbtract of 1917 pursusnt to Ordinance Ilo. 58303, The
Citv contended that the contrsct wes ultra vires and therefore

N

void. The defendant Company secured the change of venue to Kitti-

tas County. The trial of the case consumed more than a month,
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during which two Assistant Corporation Counsel were withdrawn from

wmn

their usual duties to handle this case at Ellensburg. The trial
court sustalned the defemse of the Company.

The recall of
sented several complex cuestions of law. This department was
necessarily forced inbto the litigation through injunction sults

4 3

brought by cerbvain taxpayers and by former lMayor Ddwards person-
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elly ageinst the City Compitroller. The posiftion taken by The

o}
ed

Comptroller, in accordance with our written opinions, was sus-
tained by the trial court and ulitimatel

el

a four to four decision.
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L
WORX OF CLATHM AGENT.
Statement and Investigeation of Damzge
Claims filed Against the City:
Number Amt. Iavolved
Claims for damage under investigation i
December 31, 1930 ¢ o o o o o o o o 1164 $2,888,070.85
Claims for damages referred to this
department for investigation Dec.
21, 1930, to Dec. 31, 1931 . o - 064 1,685,140.88
2128 $4,524,211.73
Clailms Disposed of as follows:
Number Awmt. Claimed Amount Paild
Settled ¢« ¢ o« o o ¢ o o o o o 404  3377,128.47 357,868,786
Rejected o o o o ¢ ¢ o o o @ 209 1,121,111.62
207 1,488,240.09
Cleims pending Dec. 31, 1931:
1221 2,0235,771.64
Zighteen of above settled claims were in sult and settled
in conjuncticon with Claim Agent:
Amount Involved o o o o o o o o o o $179,772.50
rﬂﬂou'ﬂt Of Settl%’:&@l’lt 8 & kY @ (-2 ® ® li, 505080
Number of street rallway accident reports from
Department of Public Utilities and Investiga-
ted, Dec. 31, 1930, to Dec. 3L, 1931 . . .« . 2128
Number of circulers end letters mailed in
connection with the investigation of fore-
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going claims and reporbs .
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MISCELLANEOUS
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item therefor

for continuvance of the work by subs

since exhausted. The work of recodific

speedlily as possible, in view of its v
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from the 1931 budget

1008

-_—a

During the year,
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6 appealed cases

resulting in fines forfeitures amo
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with City officials concerning municip

formal record is kept, this department

ten legal opinions upon various
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departments of governmen
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al affairs, of which no

rendered one hundred twen-

guestions submitted by the
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ORDINAIDES

VI.
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The members of the City Council and the Mayor have, Irom
time to time, requested this department toc prepare, during the
period of this report, one hundred seveﬁEJ-Ler ordinances and
resolutions.

During the ysar, 1104 bonds of officials, bidders, depos-
itaeries and others were sexamined and &p ved.

VII.
SERVICE OF PROCESS

During the vear, 2,000 services of process were made DY
our witness clerk, who traveled 17,881 miles by the Ford automo-
bile assigned to this depertment. Services were made 1n fifteen
condemnation cases. A considerable amount of time was required
in locating and serving subpoenas upon 398 witnesses in sixiy
damage cases. Cost of operating auto in this service, for gas,
cil and repairs, was $201.37

VIII.
MISCELLANE0US MATTERS
1. Charter Amendments:
At the request of the City Council, we have prepared
seven resolutions submitting charter emendments.
CONCLUSION

The matters tabulated give some idea of the volume of

the business of this depariment, which was handled by force of

less than thirty employes

per annum.

2t & total cost of less ELun.o?‘O 000.00
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The legal problems presented by the business and govern-
mental activities of a $100,000,000.00 corporation,  such as the
Seattle, are pefhaps not appreciated by those not fami-
liar with the operations of this department. In addition to the
volume of varied litigation included in the fabulation hereinbe-

fore set forth, a most important function of the department is

its advisory one. This is reflected to & considerable extent in
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the one hundred twenty opinicn by the department for

the guidance of the City and its officers. Unusual care must be

exercised in deciding these guestions of law, as the City's posi-
ticn must freguently be defended in the courts, which are the
final judges of the law. Many matiters considered in our opinions
of the past year were litigated, and the courts invaeriably sus-

tained our conclusions concerning the applicable law.

In concluding this report, it is proper Ho0 express a high

N

degree of appreciation of the industry, efficiency and loyelty of

lm!

the personnel of this department. The measure of thelir devoision
iy

4

is not prescribed by the office hours designated in the City Char-
ter. They have at 211 times been willing, during office hours and
after office hours, to do anything necessary to the success of the

cause and the interests of the City, notwithstending the fact thaet
o 5 L]

they receive no compensation for overtime work.

Respectfully submitted,

R Vo Aeid

Corporation Counsel..




