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SPU’s History and Roots

. 1986-89: Sewer Utility
expanded to include drainage;
Wastewater dxinage rates established

1882: Seattle begins building public 1955: Sewer Utility
sewers to protect public health established; funded by rates
1988-89: Curbside
A A recycling & yard waste
pickup begins
. 1938: City takes over 1961: Solid Waste Utility A\ 2001: City takes control of
Solid Waste residential garbage created; funded by rates commercial garbage
; collection
. collection 2001: Tolt
1889: The Great Seajt.tle Fire. Months 1992: treatment plant
afterward, .Seattle Citizens vote },875 1964: Added the Tolt drought & 2004: Cedar
to 51 to build & operate Cedar River River to the water supply conser- treatment plant
water system .
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1997: SPU formed
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Drinking Water

1.3 million customers

« Two watersheds

193 miles of transmission
pipelines

« 1,680 miles of distribution
mains

« 400 million gallons of reservoir
storage
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Drinking Water

Population
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Long term downward trend in water volumes is consistent with Seattle’s strong
commitment to water conservation programs

Sufficient water supply to meet growth through 2060
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Drainage & Wastewater

Wastewater and stormwater come from...

Toilets, Sinks,
Showers, Roof Other Stormwater
Washing Machines Runoff Runoff to Streets

Combined

Storm Drain, Ditch, Creek [ES(Z2L1S)
or Receiving Water Body @PUb]lC
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Drainage and Wastewater
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Combined System
N A ay : 425 total pipe miles
= Yol ' 350 combined pipe miles
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Drainage & Wastewater

Reqgulatory Framework:

« Limit combined sewer
overflows

 Meet stormwater NPDES
permit requirements

« Sediment remediation
actions along Duwamish
Waterway
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Solid Waste

Limited Single & Single & Multi- Commercial
Commercial Multi-Family Family Garbage Garbage &
Recycling Recycling & Organics Limited Organics
Private and City-owned
Transfer Stations
RECYCLING YARD WASTE GARBAGE
To Recycling To Regional To Landfill in

Processing Facility

Solid Waste

Composting Facility

Arlington, OR

9

Commercial Organics and

Recycling

Private Companies

To Composting and Processing

Facilities
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Solid Waste

« 2011: 716,306 tons generated, 55.4% recycled
* 60% recycling goal by 2015
* Clean City Program management
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Mission and Vision

Mission: What SPU delivers

Providing efficient and forward-looking utility services that
keep Seattle the best place to live.

Vision: The big goal by 2020

Our customers will see how their utility dollars sustain and
Improve their quality of life.
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Questions?
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