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Litter Collection Downtown – SPUN Committee Briefing January 28, 2014 

Prepared by Seattle Public Utilities 

 

In response to the following questions: 

1. What is SPU’s role in and plan for litter control? 

SPU’s Role 
Litter control is a shared responsibility in Seattle. Metro is responsible for cans at bus stops, 
Seattle’s Department of Parks and Recreation runs litter and recycling cans in parks (with partial 
funding from SPU), and some private properties elect to provide their own street-side cans. In 
downtown, the Metropolitan Improvement District (MID) has solar cans. SPU has about 950 
public place litter and recycling cans throughout the city.  
 
SPU’s community cleanup programs support groups to keep their neighborhoods clean. This 
includes funding to the city’s Business Improvement Areas (BIAs, including the MID).  
 
SPU’s Overall Plan for Litter Control 
In 2014 SPU will  

 continue to fulfill Center City Initiative and the DSA/City/Metro MOA litter obligations in 
the downtown core and in the Chinatown International District (including SPU funding 
to MID and CID, SPU provided services).  More details about downtown plans follow in 
the response to #6. 

 complete a system-wide inventory and assessment, and implement efficiency 
improvements 

 respond to ad hoc litter can problems 
 
2. How many waste bins are downtown? 

SPU has 45 litter and recycling cans in the Center City Initiative focus area alone, among the 362 
cans in greater downtown. 
 
3. How often are SPU’s cans emptied? 

Can “lift” frequency varies from 1 x week to 2 x day, depending on location and season. 

Additionally, in the downtown core cans are “topped” (of material on top of lid) and ground 

litter is swept up by the MID throughout the day and evening. We supplement topping and 

sweeping with a contracted service in the focus area in the evening. 
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4. Are there identified hot spots downtown? 

The CCI determined the area needing focused effort was between 1st & 4th Avenues, between 

Union and Stewart Streets. Subsequently, SPU identified Pike & Pine, between 1st & 3rd as the 

narrower area where litter and recycling cans are most frequently full in the focus area. (Based 

on 2 can fullness audits conducted by SPU.)  

5. Does SPU work in cooperation with the MID? 

Yes. Before the CCI, SPU had been providing $61,000/yr to the MID for litter and graffiti 

cleanup. SPU worked in partnership with the MID to develop SPU’s CCI and DSA/City/Metro 

MOA action plan items. SPU continues to work with the MID on implementing the action items, 

and by participating in the MID’s new Public Realm Coordination Meetings. 

6. In light of the Center City Initiative, has SPU identified next steps for keeping downtown 

cleaner? 

SPU will continue its CCI commitments downtown, including: 

 a 2nd focus area cleanliness opinion survey 

 a 3rd can fullness audit to identify hot-spots of high litter can use 

 contracted services for can topping and ground litter sweeping in the evenings, weekly 

sidewalk cleaning, and scheduled sidewalk gum removal 

 an extended “summer” month for 2 x day can lifts 

 3 x year can cleaning 

 funding for MID  

o can topping and ground litter sweeping in the afternoons 

o litter can lid cleaning supplies 

In the Chinatown International District, we will implement 

 Phase 2 of litter and recycling can placements 

 Phase 2 of the Clear Alley Program  

We also  

 have $10,000 committed to the MID, for litter, that we will be negotiating the use of 

shortly. In 2013 the MID used this funding to purchase 2 new solar cans (recently placed 

in the litter can hot-spot) 

 plan to renegotiate our MID focus area contracted evening service, to shift savings from 

gum cleaning (now at maintenance level) to additional litter can topping and ground 

sweeping services in hot-spots 
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Longer term, we will monitor the 3rd Ave Transit Corridor Improvement and RapidRide Facilities 

project for potential litter program impacts. 

7. How does SPU approach events (like Pride or the Seafair parade) that are likely to result in 

a high volume of litter? 

Seattle’s Special Events Committee reviews all event permits including street fairs, fun runs, 

parades, concerts, markets, etc. The committee’s makeup includes agencies and departments 

who provide services or oversee elements related to events: Police, Fire, SDOT, SPU, DPD, 

Revenue, Metro, Neighborhoods, Public Health, State Liquor Control, Parks, Seattle Center, and 

others.  

Event sponsors are required to provide garbage, recycling and litter control services for their 

event.  SPU’s role is to ensure that all events have a plan for managing their waste, recycling, 

and compostable food packaging. We also remind them to have a plan for post-event clean up.  

And finally, we remind them that the bag ban applies to all vendors of products and ‘give-away’ 

materials at events.  

SPU offers a resource of recycle bins, and bins for compostables to smaller, not-for-profit 

events where the intent of the event is community building. 

8.a.  How does SPU decide where to put garbage cans downtown? 

SPU places cans per established criteria (attached). 

8.b. How does SPU decide where to put Big Bellys? 

SPU does not operate Big Belly’s. In 2012 SPU did a benefit/cost study on changing our passive-

style cans to the solar powered compacting cans marketed by Big Belly. The study concluded 

that implementing the solar cans would be more costly than maintaining SPU’s current system. 

The MID has some Big Belly cans along 3rd Avenue. We have also observed new Big Belly 

placements at Metro’s bus stops downtown. 

9. Who is responsible for cleaning the outside of the cans and how often is this done? 

The same collectors, Cleanscapes and Waste Management, who collect garbage in set zones 

across the city also service the litter cans in those zones. In the downtown core that is 

Cleanscapes. In the Chinatown International District it is Waste Management. Their contracts 

requires them to clean all SPU cans at least once a year. In the downtown focus area we have 

committed to have them clean the SPU cans 3 times per year. And as noted above in #6, we 

now provide funding to the MID for lid cleaning. 
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10. If a business would like to add a public garbage can to the sidewalk in front of their store, 

how do they request this? 

All questions about SPU litter cans should go to the Litter Hotline at (206) 615-1700. Due to 

budget cuts we are not currently adding cans to our system. However, the caller can request 

that their location be evaluated for can placement per our criteria. If criteria are met, and 

program staff determine there is the need to do so, a less used can may be moved to a new 

location. 

 

 

For further questions please contact: 

 

Timothy Croll, Solid Waste Director, Seattle Public Utilities 

206-684-7934 

Timothy.croll@seattle.gov 

 

Or 

 

Vicky Beaumont, Clean City Business Area Manager, Seattle Public Utilities 

206-233-7856 

Vicky.beaumont@seattle.gov 

 

mailto:Timothy.croll@seattle.gov
mailto:Vicky.beaumont@seattle.gov


Seattle Public Utilities  
Public Place Litter and Recycling Can Placement Criteria 

Revised December 2009 

 

Container Placement/Removal Criteria      
Litter and recycling containers are provided to support public litter collection within business 

areas that have a demonstrated need as determined by SPU program management.  Litter and 

recycling can configurations vary by location.  Placement shall take into account whether 

privately provided litter cans are currently in service.  Cans are located in commercial districts 

with a high pedestrian presence that conform to program goals.  

 

Can location is based on meeting all of the following criteria:  

 Within mixed use business areas that have a frequent pedestrian presence. 

o Mixed use business areas may include a combination of retail, commercial, 

residential, and civic space. 

o Frequent pedestrian presence may be distinguished by the number of pedestrians 

to pass a particular location depending upon the type of street or adjacent 

businesses. 

 On public sidewalk right-of-ways adjacent to businesses. 

o Can locations must always remain in the public right-of-way and are intended to 

be positioned in business areas and mixed use business areas.  

 On or near street corners and at mid-block determined by block length. 

o Cans provide service to more pedestrians when located on corners. 

o A can may be placed at mid-block as necessary to provide adequate service.  

 Permits easy service access. 

o All cans must be placed in locations where there is easy access for service 

vehicles and for personnel to service the container safely. 

 Permits easy inspection access. 

o All cans must be placed in locations where cans can be easily inspected. 

 Permits unimpeded pedestrian traffic flow. 

o All cans must be placed in locations where pedestrian traffic flows will not be 

impeded. Often the cans are positioned near the curb, within the right of way that 

is normally occupied by utility poles and street sign posts.  

 Permits unimpeded vehicular parking and/or traffic flow.  

o All cans must be placed in locations where vehicular traffic flows and parking 

will not be impeded. 

 

Litter and recycling cans will not be located: 

 In business areas already served by private cans. 

o Many businesses place privately owned cans adjacent to their business within the 

pedestrian right of way to collect litter from their patrons and to maintain a litter 

free store front. 

 Within park areas served by Seattle Parks Department.  

o Seattle Parks litter can requests should be forwarded to the Parks Department. 

 At Metro bus stops. 

o Metro bus stop can requests should be forwarded to King County / Metro. 

 Within residential neighborhoods. 

o Cans are only provided within business and mixed use business areas. 

 For the sole use of adjacent businesses.  

o Businesses that require litter cans for their patrons must provide their own cans 

and service. 
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