Coalition for Ending the Nontherapeutic Use of Antibiotics in Factory Farms

March 25, 2013

Seattle City Council
600 Fourth Avenue, 2™ Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

Dear Members of the Seattle City Council,

We, the undersigned organizations, individuals, and members of the medical community, write
to request passage of a resolution in support of federal action to address the overuse of
antibiotics on factory farms.

Livestock routinely receive low doses of antibiotics for growth promotion or disease prevention,
a practice known as nontherapeutic use, contributing to the development and spread of
antibiotic-resistant bacteria. In the fall of 2013, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) released a report on the growing threat of antibiotic resistance. According to the report, 2
million people contract antibiotic resistant infections every year, and at least 23,000 people die
from them.

As FDA’s National Antibiotics Resistance Monitoring System reports, antibiotic-resistant
bacteria have become a common fixture in retail meat. In 2011, antibiotic-resistant Salmonella
in ground turkey caused illnesses that led to the third largest meat recall in USDA history. Both
the World Health Organization and the American Medical Association warn that unless we act
soon, these drugs will no longer work when we need them.

The FDA'’s inconsistent policies, banning nontherapeutic uses of some antibiotics while relying
on voluntary measures for others, prevent the necessary restrictions on all improper uses of
antibiotics.

Legislation has been introduced in Congress that would address this urgent public health crisis.
The Preservation of Antibiotics for Medical Treatment Act (PAMTA) in the House and the
Prevention of Antibiotic Resistance Act (PARA) in the Senate, address these inconsistencies by
restricting the use of essential human antibiotics in food production. Antibiotics used to treat
humans will be protected by PARA/PAMTA, which ends their nontherapeutic use in livestock,
but would allow farmers to use all available antibiotics to treat sick animals under veterinary
supervision. This bill is a necessary step to protect the effectiveness of antibiotics in human
health.



We urge you to pass a resolution through the Seattle City Council, calling on our members of
Congress to co-sponsor PARA/PAMTA. Antibiotics are simply too important to squander on
practices that hasten the development and spread of resistance to them in human pathogens.

Sincerely,
Medical Community

Santiago Neme, MD
Medical Director, Infection
Control & Employee Health/
Chair of AMS Committee

Mariesa Durrant, PharmD
Seattle Children’s Hospital

Steven Pergam, MD MPH
Fred Hutchinson Cancer
Research Center

John Pauk, MD, MPH
The Polyclinic

Paul Pottinger, MD
University of Washington

David Ramenofsky, MD
Northwest Hospital and
Medical Center

Scott Weissman,
Infectious Disease Specialist
Seattle Children’s Hospital

Rupali Jain, PharmD
University of Washington

Elizabeth Plotkin, MD
Northwest Hospital

Jake Fleet, MD
UW Medicine Northwest Hospital
& Medical Center

Local Businesses

J’Amy Owens
Bill the Butcher

Brandi Henderson
The Pantry

Katherine Markert
Agua Verde Cafe

Daniel Hulse
Terra Organics

Todd Gentry
Eco Events

Geddes Martin
Inn at Ship Bay

Alana Nelson

Fire Mountain Solar LLC

Robert Spendlove
The Grainery Inc.

Peter Knutson
Loki Fish Company

Daniel Levin
Eltana

Deana Shifton
Green Beanery

Anne Becker
Cherry Valley Dairy

Organizations

Ellen Gray
Washington Sustainable
Food & Farming Network

Webster Walker
Central Co-op

Bruce Amudson, MD
Washington Physicians
for Social Responsibility

Mary Purdy
Nourishing Balance

Reid Mukai
Community Alliance for
Global Justice

Regina Brennan
Westside UU Social
Justice Team

Carrie Little
Little Eorthe Farm

Lisa DeVries
Edmond School District #15

Jack Olmstead
GMO Awareness Group

Chris Feise

Center for Sustaining
Agriculture and Natural
Resources (CSANR)



Siro Ito, MD
Northwest Hospital

Elizabeth Hesselbacher, PharmD
Providence St Peter Hospital

Adam Brothers PharmD
Seattle Children’s Hospital

Jennifer Hrachovec, PharmD
Seattle Children’s Hospital

Manj Randhawa, PharmD
Virginia Mason Medical Center

Courtney Runyan PharmD
Seatlle Children’s Hospital

Jennifer Schneider, Pharm D
Multicare

Beveryly Leite, MD
Kindred Hospital

Liza Vaezi, PharmD
Virginia Mason
Medical Center

Claudia Kienholz, RN
Private Practice

Francis Reido, MD
Evergreen Health

Kristen Edgar, PharmD,
Providence Sacred Heart
Medical Center

Fred Taub, ND,

UW Medical Center
Michael Myint, VP of
Quiality and Patient Safety
Swedish Medical Center

Mary Cassinelli
Dandelion Botanical
Company

Robin Crowder
21 Acre Farms

John Browne
Judd Creek Nursury

Arielle Benson
Chaco Canyon Cafe

H. J Norris
Virgin Organics

Shab Zand

Environmental Scientist

Lewis Rock, MD

Cynthia Krepky
Dog Mountain Farm, LLC

Anne Steele
Artemis Land CO. LLC

Chatell Wallace
Snohomish County
Head Start

John Baldrige, PHD
The Evergreen State College

Terri Ann Johnson
American Sustainability Project

Angela Feng, Carter Case
Student Association for
Green Environments

Interpretive Consultants Inc

Nazamin Kimiai, Dr
CMC Biologics

Clayton Smith
Backbone Campaigns

Hannah Hathaway
Queen Anne Farmers

Market Association

Ariana-Taylor Stanley
Tilth Producers of Washington
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