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Evans School Scope of Work Marieka Klawitter 

 

1. What are the demographics of Seattle Workers? 
 

2. What do we know about Income and Poverty for Seattle 
workers 

 
3. What is the profile of Seattle Businesses?  

 
4. How might a change in the minimum wage affect Seattle 

workers and businesses? 

  



      
  
 

 

Primary Data Sources Marieka Klawitter 

American Community Survey data 2007: 

o Demographics and work characteristics for Seattle residents and 
workers        (not self-employed or unpaid family worker) 

 

o Data from 2012 for poverty and comparison 

  

WA State Employment from the Unemployment Insurance, 2012: 

o Establishment and worker data for Seattle locations.                                                
(not self-employed or federal government + others) 

 

 



      
  
 

 

Seattle’s Lower-Wage Workers Marieka Klawitter 

 About 42,000 people living in Seattle and about 38,000 people 
working in Seattle currently earn $9.32 or less. 

 About 101,000 Seattle residents earn $15 or less (30%) 

 About 102,000 people who work in Seattle earn $15 or less 
(24%)  



      
  
 

 

Seattle and Non-Seattle Workers and Workplaces by Wage Marieka Klawitter 

 
 Seattle residents working in city:  

 11% earn $9.32 or less;   29% earn $15 or less 

 Residents working out of Seattle:  
 15% earn $9.32 or less;    33% earn $15 or less 

 Nonresidents working in city:   
 7% earn $9.32 or less;      19% earn $15 or less 
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Hours and Weeks of Work by Wage Bob Plotnick 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Median family Income is highest for the highest wage group (about 
$90,000) and lowest for minimum wage earners (about $17,000). 

 

 Poverty rates are 40% for the lowest wage group to 2% for highest 
group.  



 
 

 

Hours and Weeks of Work by Wage Bob Plotnick 

 

 

 

 The median minimum wage earner works 44 weeks and a total of 

1,040 hours (0.5 FTE). 

 The median low wage earner whose wage is between the minimum 

and $15 works 50 weeks and about 1,800 hours (0.9 FTE). 
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Worker Industries 

 
Bob Plotnick 

 

 

 Four industries employ 64% of all minimum wage workers. 

 The same 4 industries employ 62% of workers earning $15 per hour or less. 
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Establishments and Workers by Establishment Size 

 
Bob Plotnick 

 

 

 75% of establishments have fewer than 10 employees. 

 But only 12% of employees work in those establishments. 

 Most employees in Seattle work for establishments with 100+ 

employees. 
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Establishments and Workers by Establishment Size 

 
Bob Plotnick 

Share of Seattle Establishments with 30% or More of Their FTE Employees Who Earn: 
 
 
 

Industry 

WA 
minimum 

wage or less 

130% of WA 
min. wage or 

less 

$15 per hour or 
less 

Accommodation & Food Services 17.2% 58.7% 82.0% 
Retail Trade 5.7% 40.8% 58.8% 
Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 2.3% 26.4% 40.0% 
Other Services (except Public Admin) 2.0% 20.7% 33.7% 
Manufacturing 2.0% 15.9% 31.4% 

All Industries 3.0% 16.6% 27.4% 

 

 In 3% of establishments, 30% or more of the FTE employees earn the 

WA minimum wage. 

 In 27%, 30% or more of the FTEs earn $15 or less. 

We would like to give a special thanks and acknowledgement to the Employment Security 

Department of Washington State for sharing data and particularly Scott Bailey for doing the 

coding required to generate these statistics on Seattle’s businesses.



 
 

 

Earnings Simulation Mark Long 

 

Our simulations are static – Assume no changes in labor or 
housing market.  Highly unlikely!  
 

 Firms may reduce hours, number of employees or fringe 
benefits. 
 

 Firms may increase the wages of their other employees. 
 

 Firms may increase their demand for higher-skilled workers. 
 

 Labor turnover may decrease and productivity increase. 
 

 Businesses may close or relocate. 
 

 Seattle may become a more attractive place to live, driving up 
housing costs. 
 

 Ignores workers employed in the “informal economy.” 



 
 

 

Earnings Simulation Mark Long 
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Poverty Simulation Mark Long 

    

Poverty Rate Given 
an Increase of 

Minimum Wage to: 

Sample 

Baseline 
Poverty 

Rate 

12.12 per 
hour 

15.00 per 
hour 

All Seattle residents 
13.6% 11.5% 11.1% 

Seattle residents who earn wages 
10.7% 8.5% 7.9% 

Seattle residents who earn wages in Seattle 
7.6% 4.3% 3.4% 

Washington residents who earn wages in 
Seattle 5.7% 3.4% 2.9% 



 
 

 

Food Stamp Simulation Mark Long 

 

Wage

Annual 

Hours

Monthly 

Earnings

Income 

Gain

Benefit 

Loss

Loss as % 

of Gain

$9.32 1040 $808 - - -

$15.00 1040 $1,300 $492 $117 24%

$9.32 2000 $1,553 - - -

$15.00 2000 $2,500 $947 $313 33%

$313

$0

SNAP 

Benefit for 

3 Person 

Household

$491

$374



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Questions?  Comments? 
 

Thank you!



 

 

 
 

 Low wages are much more likely for workers under 24.  



 

 

 

 Low wages are least common among workers in the categories 
of White non-Hispanic and Other non-Hispanic, and most 
common among those in the American Indian/Alaska Native 
category.  



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 Low wages are more common for those with less education. 
  



 

 

Comparison of Seattle workers and costs to other cities 
 
• Seattle’s low wage workers are similar to those in Denver, Portland, 
Sacramento and San Francisco in gender and disability status. For the 
other demographic characteristics, there is no overall pattern to the 
differences.  

 

• The cost of a modest standard of living in Seattle is significantly lower 
than in San Diego or San Francisco and similar to Sacramento’s. 
Depending on the method, it is either comparable to Denver’s and 
Portland’s, or 10-15% higher.  
 

 
 


