Clty of Seattle
Seattle Pubhc Utilities

March 23, 2012

John (Mike) and Pat Brown
. 5201 Beach Drive Sw
Seattle, WA 98136

David and Jennifer Trise
5068 Beach Drive SW
Seattle WA 98136

James and Paula Thomas
5079 Beach Drive SW
Seattle) WA 98136

Don and Karen Holert
5064 Beach Drive SW
Seattle, WA 98136

RE: Pump Station 39 — Backup Generator Project
Dear Mr. and Mre. Brown, Mr. and Mfs. Trise, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas, and Mr. and Mrs. Holert:'

[ ar'n~ 'w‘riting'en' behalf of City Councilmember Jean Godden and Ray Hoffman, Director of
Seattle Public Utilities. They asked me to respond to your email dated March 7, 2012, regardmg
your concerns about the above project.

- As described in our previous communications with you, Pump Station 39 pumps raw sewage
from your neighborhood to King County's Wastewater Treatment Plant. The pump. station
handles peak flows of over 1.8 million gallons per day and unfortunately, does not currently
have a backup source of power. Any power outage to it puts us at risk of a sewage overflow
into Puget Sound in front of 5079 Beach Drive SW. There have been at least five Slgmﬁcant
power outages at the pump statlon in recent’ years, leadlng SPU to conclude that this is a
serious risk to the environment and human health Wthh needs_addressing. We would be
remiss if we did nothing. .

Aiter analyzing various options, we concluded that an onsite backup generator is needéad, based
on the size of the pump station and the frequency of power-outages. We evaluated four
potential locations.to install the generator and are proposing to site it next to the pump station
behind the sidewalk. Attached is a map showing all the alternative sites that was prevxously
provided to you.

Ray Hoffman, Director .
Seattle Public Utilities ) : Tel (206) 684-5851

700 5% Avenue, Suite 4900 _ . Fax (206) 684-4631
PO Box 34018 : TDD (206) 233-7241
Seattle, WA 98124-4018 ~ ray.hoffman@seattle.gov

Ittpfwwivseattlegoy /utl
An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided on request.




Mr. and Mrs. Brown, Mr. and Mrs Trrse, Mr. and’ Mrs Thomas, and Mr. and Mrs. Holert
March 23, 2012 , ,
Page 2

You asked us for more information regarding our siting analysis and cost estimates for the four
. locations and to develop a cost estimate for installing the generator underground. Attached are
conceptual drawings and very high-level construction cost estimates for the three sites that were
. considered but not selected, and for undergrounding the generator. Please note that these

estimates are preliminary in nature and not based on the same level of design that the preferred
alterna’uve is developed to. .

| have also attached the estimate and drawings for ‘Alternative 1, which is our recomimended"
location. Also included is additional information on the criteria we consrdered whien determining
the best site for the generator as you requested.

As you know, the Department of Planning and Development (DPD) has mformed us that to

install the generator at the proposed location, a development standard waiver must be approved - -

by the City Council. The process for this approval will include public notice and a public
hearing. Within the coming weeks, we expect DPD to begin the public notice and review -
process, which will include opportunities for written and verbal input. We encourage you to,
participate in this process, as it is a way to voice your concerns and suggest how to address

them.

Installing the generator is essential to prevent sewer overflows onto the beach near your homes.
We understand your distress at the visual and other impacts it will impose, so we want to work
with you to reduce those impacts to an acceptable level. We look forward to meeting with you .
and your neighbors on Saturday, March 31 at 10 AM to discuss the project, your concerns and

suggestions.

In the meantime, if you have any questions regarding this letter or the proposed project, please
contact Luis Ramirez, Project Manager at luis.ramirez@seatile.cjoy or me at 206-684-5297.

Sincerely, _ \\
| 21“,5 ny mzé/f 4
Lrn a De Boldt, Deputy Director
Project Delivery Branch

copy:- Jéff Weber, Land Use Section, Seattle City Attorney's Office
Luis Ramirez, Project Management and Engineering Division, Seattle Public Utilities
Vickie Kobayashi, Drainage/Wastewater Systems Management, Seattle Public Utilities
Bob Hennessey, Corporate Strategy and Communications, Seattle Public Utilities
Jean Godden, City of Seattle Councilmember



Pump Station #39 Generator Site Decision Analyses

The site selec‘uon is one of the first decisions made prior to start of a project. It can have
significant des;gn construction, operational and neighborhood impacts long after completlon of
the project. Four site alternatives were considered for PS39 (see attached drawing). After
discussing the four locations with our operations representatives, engineers, permit specialists,
~ planners and management, Site 1 was selected based on the criteria shown in the table below.

Each of the listed crit_eri‘a was given a score rating ranging from 1 to 3, with 3 being the' most
suitable. The following matrix demonstrates that Site 1 is the most suitable and appropriate
location to install SPU's onsite permanent generator.

ALTERNATIVE SITES

Criteria* 2"

Accessibility '

Proximity to existing pump station

Operational efficiency

Environmental issues (e.g. steep slopes, potential landslide, tree:
Proximity to homes

MNoise, visual and cdor

Order of magnitude cost

Constri.lctability

WNRNN®WWR
NN RENRNNR
RNNNR R R W

Total

=
[¥s]
=
W
=
[y

* Definitions

Accessnblhty Ability for SPU's field crews and malntenance vehicles to have adequate
access to the proposed generator for routine and emergency operations and maintenance.
Proximity to existing pump station — The distance from?Pump Station #39 to the generator.
Operational efficiency - The time needed for SPU field crews to mobmze operate and
maintain the pump station and the generator.

Environmental issues — Please see the project’s SEPA checklist

Proximity to homes — The distance from the proposed generator to adjacent homes

Noise, visual and odor — Please see the project’s SEPA checklist

Order of magnitude cost — Estimated construction cost . :
Constructability — This reflects how the generator project can be built to minimize nsks during
construction.

N R R RWw R e N
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