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Purpose Statement:  Few cities have a greater legacy of parks and natural spaces than Seattle does. 

When Seattle’s early leaders laid the groundwork for our diverse and abundant parks and recreation 

system, they began to define the values the new city would hold. This legacy—the importance we have 

placed on parks and recreation—is a cornerstone of our quality of life. The following criteria attempt to 

capture these ideals and guide the Parks Legacy Citizens’ Advisory Committee to ensure that we 

continue the legacy. 

 
Definition of Assessment Criteria:  Assessment criteria are dimensions for analyzing and comparing the 

extent to which the Investment Initiatives are supportive of the Legacy Plan and other possible 

measures of success. 

The Investment Initiatives will: 
 

1. Further the mission of Parks,  
2. Be consistent with Parks’ guiding values,  
3. Move towards achieving the Legacy Plan’s key “outcomes”, 
4. Anticipate future park and recreation needs, and 
5. Consider input from staff, elected officials, and the community. 

 
Assessment Criteria: 

A. Does the Investment move us towards our key Legacy Plan outcomes listed below? 

1) Healthy People:  

i. Does it encourage physical health and well-being? 

2) Healthy Environment:  

i. Does it have environmental and/or climate change benefits? 

ii. Does it enhance long-term environmental sustainability? 

3) Sustainability:  

i. Does it enhance financial sustainability? 

ii. Does it leverage resources or create beneficial partnerships? 

4) Strong Communities:  

i. Does it improve or add value to the overall neighborhood or community 

strength? 

 

B. Does it enhance fair and equitable access for all community members? 

1) Is it providing a basic service? 

2) Is it providing a unique service? 
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C. Is it consistent with Parks and Recreation best management practices?  

D. Is it an innovative and/or new way of meeting key outcomes? 

E. Does it address anticipated future needs/demand? 

F. Other important considerations? 


