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Statement of Legislative Intent: 

The City Council requests that the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) work in conjunction 
with the Citizens for Off Leash Areas (COLA) and other stakeholders, to create a Dog Off-leash Area 
(OLA) Master Plan and present the plan to the Council’s Parks and Neighborhoods Committee (or its 
equivalent) by October 1, 2014. The purpose of the OLA Master Plan is to identify a long-term plan 
for the City’s existing 14 OLAs, as well as for maintenance, acquisition, and expansion of OLA 
projects.  
 
In preparing an OLA Master Plan and in advance of the identification of another revenue stream 
(such as a future Parks Levy or Metropolitan Park District), DPR is asked to analyze the following 
factors, include the results in its plan, and report to the Council.  
 

1. Cost of Services: Provide a detailed accounting of annual operations and maintenance costs 
for OLAs as well as an assessment of facility capital costs for preservation and rehabilitation, 
including donated time and materials from Citizens for Off Leash Areas (COLA) and other 
supporters. Council also requests that DPR identify any efficiencies that can be achieved to 
reduce OLAs cost. 

 
2. Funding Source: Provide a comprehensive analysis of the establishment of a stable funding 

source for the expansion of OLAs, other than a general use fee. DPR should assess possible 
sources including, but not limited to, use fees or business license fee surcharges for dog 
walkers, sponsorships and donations.  

 
3. Acquisition and Development: Create guiding principles for future acquisition and 

development of OLAs.  The two most recently established OLAs (Magnolia Manor Park and 
Kinnear Park) serve the same geographic sector. Through an outreach plan, DPR should 
assess the OLA needs across the City. The needs assessment should include, but is not limited 
to, the following factors: the distribution guidelines pursuant to the 2011 Development Plan, 
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the population of each sector, the availability of space for OLAs, and the feasibility of 
acquiring and/or developing OLAs in each sector. The Council also requests that DPR consider 
whether non-parkland, including private property, could be used to expand access to OLAs.  
 

Background: 
 
In previous years, DPR proposed funding OLAs through a use fee, but Council determined that a fee 
is both a disincentive for OLA users and difficult to enforce due to limited staffing levels at DPR and 
Animal Control.  DPR did not pursue a general use fee for OLAs because of this determination.  

 
The Council requests DPR to provide Council with: 

A. Progress Report – A proposed study methodology, timeline and public outreach/engagement 
plan by May 15, 2014 for Council review and comment.  

B. Final Report – A report with findings and recommendations by October 1, 2014.        
              
 
Responsible Council Committee(s): Parks and Neighborhoods 
 
Date Due to Council: Progress Report - May 15, 2014 
Final Report - October 1, 2014 
 


