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Budget Action description:

This green sheet recommends passage of C.B. 117328, the Department of Parks and Recreation 2012
Fees and Charges Ordinance. This legislation amends related portions of the Seattle Municipal Code
and supersedes the current set of fees and charges, adopted during last year’s budget review. The
majority of DPR Fees and Charges are continuing, unchanged, from 2011 to 2012.

Changes included in this legislation are minimal and will increase overall Parks Fees and Charges
revenue by $55,000, or 0.48%, to $10,856,500. This increase is already reflected in the 2012
Proposed Budget.

This legislation includes three major items:

1)

2)

3)

Technical Changes. The majority of changes in this proposal are technical, low-dollar value
adjustments to established fees. For example, a series of changes would lower the price of
certain swimming passes by $0.05, to allow the automated registration system to calculate
prices correctly.

Pilot Project — Non-Resident Fees. The 2012 Proposal includes two fee changes related to
policy proposals included in the Community Center Reorganization. One change would
implement a pilot project at Amy Yee Tennis Center, which will increase fees charged to non-
Seattle residents by 10%. This policy change is expected to have minimal effect on public
services and revenue generation.

PAR Fee Increase. The other change will increase the PAR (Participation) Fee from 3.25% to
4%, for most of the DPR programs offered through the Associated Recreational Council. The
PAR Fee is the “overhead” fee that the ARC pays to DPR, for all registrations to DPR
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recreation programs. After implementation of this ordinance, for example, if a user pays
$100 for an instructional course, ARC retains $96 for its expenses and remits $4 to DPR as an
“overhead” fee. This policy change is expected to have minimal effect on public services and
revenue generation.

Background.

In the 2010 Adopted Budget, the City Council adopted a Statement of Legislative Intent (SLI), which
requested that DPR submit a new fees and charges proposal, with clearly outlined rate-setting
methodology, in March of 2010. DPR did so, and the City Council reviewed and adopted a 2011-2012
Parks Fees and Charges proposal during last year’s budget review process. The majority of these fees
are anticipated to remain the same throughout the 2011-2012 biennium.
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