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Budget Action Title: Impose a proviso on $205,000 for a SPU every-other-week (EOW) garbage
pilot project.
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Budget Action description:
This green sheet imposes the following proviso:

“Of the appropriation in the 2012 budget for Seattle Public Utilities’ Other Operating BCL,
$205,000 shall be spent for an every-other-week (EOW) garbage pilot project and may be
spent for no other purpose.”

The proposed budget includes $205,000 for an EOW garbage pilot project. However, SPU has
indicated that it is reluctant to move forward with the EOW garbage pilot project unless the Council
wishes to pursue the project. Moving to EOW garbage service would save $6 million annually in
collection costs. It also could reduce neighborhood truck traffic and the impact of heavy collection
trucks on streets, many of which are residential streets that the Seattle Department of
Transportation has insufficient funds to maintain.

The Council acknowledges that there are challenges to implementing EOW garbage, including the
perception that EOW garbage is a service reduction that will not be accompanied by visible rate
relief and that it could be difficult for some customers. The Council therefore does not support
setting a date for systemwide EOW implementation until these concerns have been addressed. The
Council intends that the EOW pilot project will focus on these concerns and recommends that pilot
programs be implemented in neighborhoods that will voluntarily enter the pilot. The Council further
recommends that these neighborhoods receive incentives that will encourage participation. The
Council also recommends that SPU enter into an active partnership with solid waste contractors to
design the EOW pilot, select the neighborhoods, and manage the pilot project. The Council expects
to receive a report on pilot project results by June 30, 2013.
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